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INTRODUCTION

Origin of Problem.

The writer became interested in the problem of
eurriculum reorganisation of the Madisonville school dise
triet, because the present day needs and interests of the
ehildren were being neglected, After studying other modern
eurriculums, the writer found that the ome in this dlstrict
was too traditional, There is a need for courses and
extra~curricula activities that will better prepare the
pupils for the occupations that they follow after complet~
ing their high school courses,

In this conmmunity, the citigzens have their ideas,
notions, and impressions of what the educational program
should consist of, to a certain extent, They are measure
ing the effieciency of the pupils by their limited knowledge
of things that they should Imow ebout, They are not too
satisfied with the training that their shildren are get=-
ting in this distriet, They are taxpayers, and should
know something about the institutions, if they are to jus-
tify the tremendous investments in buildings, equipments,
supplies, and salaries,

Now leaders like these with soeiaml vision, scien-
tific methods, sound educational philosophy, and moral
gourage will face fearlessly the realities they encounter,
They will help map policles and programs which will provide
the beat opportunities that available resources permit for
all the children of all the people.



Statement of the Problem,

The problem of this atudy 1s to show that the
present curriculum does not meet the needs and interests
of the ¢hild in this particular district, and to offer
suggestions for reorganizing the courses of study in order
that the curriculum will be adapted to the needs of the
present pupil population snd to the soeiety in which they
are a part, :

The writer wishes to seleect materials and organize
a program, which will take into account the nature, inter-
ent, and limitations of boys and girls, and also demands
of soclety. The making or n&rganintton of a curriculum
1s of course, an ever-present problem, but some principles,
procedures, and methods of lasting validity might be dls~
covered and applied repeatedly. Some bropou might be |
made,

Efforts will be put forth:

1. To organize a progrem that will develop the
child, socially, mentally, physiecally, spiritually, and
emotionally,

2. To organize and suggest a progrem thet will be
concerned with the child's intereats, needs, abilities,
experiences which will develop an understanding of such
Imowledge that will give a basis for intelligent self-
direction,

Purpose of the Study.
Several important factors contribute to the meed for



ecurriculum reorganization in the Msdisonville sechool dia-
triect, An anslysis of modern life reveals new problems
education must face,

The program of the school is gravn?.y in need of
vevision, unification and enrichment,

A program should be orgenized which will create
purposeful life setivities, It is the hope that the pro-
gram will help children to meke their adjustments in this
society; and whatever they propese and proceed to do will
be a desireble end interesting 1life activity, in which
they engage wholeheartedly and enthusiasastieally.

Seope and Limitations of Study.

This suggested program is plemned to take in the re-
organization of the subject-matter courses and extra-
currieula activities for boys end girls, for a nine month
period,

It will be limited to meet the needs and interests
of the boys and girls of the Madisonville school distriet
of Medisonville, Texes, mdes one to twelve,

Soureces of Data.

1. Prom reports and bulletins in the offices of
the principal and aupcrintondont of Medisonville school
distriect. ‘

2+« Pamphlets from ths United States Office of
Eduoation,

3. Books,

4+ Observing end studying the situaticn.



5., Magazines, periodisals, and newaspapers.
6. Unpublished Master's theses and Doctor's
dilssertations,

Methods of Progedure.

Preliminary to meking this investigation, the writer
made inquiries of pupils and patrons as to the suecess of
Hadlsonville's curriculum offerings, in providing pupils
with proper tools to prepare them for their place in
society and in the community.

Teaghers' meetings were held and study groups and
committees organised to carefully study the loecal needs
and interests of the ghildren, Careful consideration has
been given to conditions existing in the loeal school and
commnity, Exchange of teashers from one room to another
and visits to other schools were made, Parents, stu-
denta, laymen, leading citizens, and cther teachers were
interviewed., There were also discussions with parents and
with people for whom some of the greduates and ex~students
have worked.

Definition of Terms,

Copriculum - The curriculum consists of ell the

activities and the experiemces vhich result im the school

from s carefully organized plan that is conceived as desir-
able for the continuous development end enrichment of the
individual and for the good of the socclety of which he 1a
a part,

Actlivity -« Any experience, physiesl, intelleetual



or emotional, of the individual or group to achieve a
PuUrpose,

Attitude - A general mental-motor set of am indl-
vidusl, at a particular time. It 1s charsoterized by
feeling toward objects, persons or eventa and a tendency
to act,

Core Curriculum - Composed of those areas of humsn
experiences which are considered besic and essential to
all pupils, It is designed to give puplils common knowle
edge, common ideals, common inbterests, and common under-
standing,

Euged Cuprisulum - is the organization of two sub-
jects as one, or it may extend to wholo groups of subjects.

Ehllosophy of Fdugation « 1s a system of beliefs or
principles for guldance in determining values in life and
in education, :

Soglety - 18 the whole system into whieh group life
is united by human relationships,



CHAPTER II

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CURRICULUM
UPON THE CHILD AND SOCIETY

Trends in Curriculum Development,

At present the public's interest in educetion is at
an all time high., MNever at any other periocd of our aduce-
tional history has such interest been displayed, This
interest 1s evidenced in a nmumber of ways; namely, (1) by
the publication in newspapers of news stories about the
current, eritical situation in education; (2) the appear-
ance of educators on programs of loenl, state, and
nationsl organizations of various typesj; (3) by the
endorsement and support of & program of federel aid for
education, by inmmerable loeal, state, and national ore
ganizations, and (4) by the voting of inecreased approprie-
tions for education by most, if not all state legislatures,®

The curriculum has long been subject to eriticlisms
by educators and laymen alike, Chenge 1s long overdue and
mst come at a repid rate, 1f 1t is to contimue to hold the
confidence of the publie,

For forty years the old pattern of the school has
undergone tranaformation a&s a result of a new order of
things, It has been broken begsuse of a number of factors:
(1) A changed attitude toward mental diseipline;

*Lee 0. Gerber mumn. | .
v . . Degember, 1947
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(2) changes in the social and economical philosophy of the
peoples and (3) a new constituency which has been forced
into the glassroom as & result of soclal and economie
changes,”

It 18 the duty of the school to help boyes and girls
do better in 1ife that which he would do any way. There
mast be opportunities sulted to his capacities, intereats,
and purposes,

The tools and procedures which the world of adoles«
cents and adults need are not found in the conventional
curriculum, execept as marginal learning. If associational
living, civie attitudes and judgments, wholesome, personal
and cormmnity life appreeiations, scientific interests,
end methods, control of language arts, sureness with pracge
tical arts are the important tools and procedures, then
the currieulum must provide and assure for every pupil
practices in using these tools and procedures, Education
is the wanting of the right things and a betiter ability %o
eontrol 2ll the forees of nature and ourselves that we can
satisfy wants.®

The alms of secondary educstion in the ferms of
ideels toward which secondery school pupils and teachers
should point are sevenfold, thus the seven cardinal cbhbjee~
tives should be the gulding factors in secondary education.

s Pe 583,
lul Leonard,
Pe 79,




They are as follows: Health, commend of fundamental
processes, worthy homs membersghip, vosational effieiensy,
eitizenship, worthy use of leisure time, and ethical char-
acter,

In following them the teacher is led to furnish the
rapil with instruetion in all the major areas of human
ectivity. However, there are limitations to these objec~-
tives, There 18 mo reference to the development of the
c¢hild in attitudes or ideals in intelligence and in social
behavior, A teacher could sc direct instruction in these
seven areas of human Interest and activity sec as to give
just "animal training," to the pupils aend thus, to prepare
them for life in a statle soelety.

The cardinal objectives of elementary education
point out that the function of the publie school 1s to help
every child:

1, To understand and practice desirable sccial rela-
ﬁ’.OIllh’-P'o

2, To discover and develop his own desirable indie
vidual attitudes.

S« To cultivate the hablt of eritical thinking,

4, 7o appreciate and desire worthwhile activities,

S5+ To galn command of the common integrating knowle
edge and skills,

6, To develop a sound body and mental attitudes,

The objsatives express explieitly and unmistalkably



that educction consist of more than the acquisition of
fagts and skills in the several areas of human interest
end activity, They ere really stated in the terms of the
desireble traits of the edusnted or demoeratic individual,

The general aims of education are the ultimate
goels the school desires to sattain, The aetivities pro-
vided for pupils and the servigces performed by the school
are methods of attaining these goals,®

Edueation should aid the puplls to malke the follow-
ing adjustments: physieal, mental, social, economie,
sesthetic, ethiezl, and spiritusl,®

If schools are. to orgenize the educstional values
in all school agtivitles and utilize them in the fulfille
ment of their alms, they should employ the contributions
of: (1) playground eguipment, mmseums, euditoriums,
caefeterias, laboratories, textbooks, libraries, gymasie
ums, end other special facilities; (2) the progrem of
studles, the extra-curriculum or oxtra cless activities,
along with their methods, content, and prectices; (3) the
internal sdministrative practices involving the general
techniques used, the measuring facllitfes, pupil olassifi-
cation, merking, attendance, sociml services, pguldence
services; (4) health agencles, including medical, dental
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nursing, psychistrieal end psychologicel aidsj (5) sgencies
contributing to the occupational placement of pupils in
part-time co~operative or full-tinme work; (6) the many
agencles of the commmmnity that may contriimte currently to
learning or pupil welfarej and (7) public programs engaged
in end conducted by or through pupils end all means used
for teaching social poise and responsibility, good breed-
ing, appreciation of sestheties and sesthetic wvalues in
life. All activities of such agencles which are provided
to help achieve the aims of the schools are a part of the
progrem of work.®
Engelhardt pointe out that:
The new curriculum is not merely what the
tescher tells the children or what they read
in the textbook. The curriculum is alou-z.L
the sum total of all the enviromment and
its influences. It is color and 1 ’
comfort and form, ideas and noise, bickere
ﬁl and calmesas, in faet, all ﬁu fects

sharacteristicas of the cohgolroon, its
occupants and their behaviors,

It is important %o -eat, %o sleep, to be housed and
clothed, and to earn & livings The curriculum mmst deal
with all these matters, Living should be for a purposej
more attentlion is needed in the curriculum to the things

that go to make up the ebundant life; to literature, to
the fine arts as well as the prectics) arts, to music, to

®J, B. Edmonson,
S0h00Lle Pa 557,

"W. Les Engelherds,
Pes 7.
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forme of dramatic expression, and to langumage, The arts
mist take thelr rightful place as integrel parts of learn-
ing end experience, Boys and girls should know the gloriles
of the humen rage and of some of its trials and its accom-
plishments, The pupils should Imow that they are wvhat
they are only begsuse of what have gone before them, and
they should see the plece that arts played in the past and
the influence that art had on the great social upheavels
and movements,®

In the curriculum children should get more of an
1dea of the unity of learning, Children should learn that
mseie 1s a2 languege and a seience and that it is governed by
mothematical laws; that there is rhythm in nature, in _
poetry, in the dence, in msic, in peinting, and in seience.
Realigation of the unity of learning would help dresk down
the artificiel walls and give new meaning to life and
learning,

The currigulum of any period is only {inally good
to the extent to vhich 1t helps an individual work out his
own salvation, All the mechanics of education,.ell the
mathods and materials ave pure weste unless we help the
boy or girl accept the better things of 1ife for hinself,
The so-gelled extra-currleular activities which the school
offers are a definite part of the currleulum e:porienua.
They are to be utlilised for the well-rounded development

e A S — -

®*Horlen M, Adams, "A Definition of the Modern
: sh to Curriculum i-.'nns. Sghool Review, MNarch
1 = PPe M. .
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of the ohild and are important as any other phase of school
1ife in relation to the planning of the eurriculum,®

Experiences should be selescted so as to enlarge the
child's understanding of important concepts, The greater
the variety of assoecliations that cen be mede with the con-
eepts, the better it i1s learmed, The c¢hild's experiences
ghould be guided so as to ald in the development of new
meanings and expanded experiences through the utilization
of previous meanings, If leerning is to take place, 1%
mast begin with elemeants which already have meaning to the
child, Nany factors in the soomunity are already somovhat
familier to the children, but any unit of worlk dealing
with them would gertainly result in expanded mmingu
belng developeds The ohlldren, through meaningful experds
ences, should be able to develop new meanings through
adaptation to the needs of the loeal commmity, utiliza-
tion of avellsble loeal resourees, compensation where
possible for envirommentsl lacks, and partieipation in a
wide variety of envirommental situations, Schools are
being consclious of the problems of the local gommnity,
end know what local resources can be utlilized for educa=
tional experiences and supploment where possible, any
envirormental lecks,

In modern schools, with well-orgenized eurriculums,
experiences are so related and gnided as to utilize some
importent aspects of thinking. Oritieal thinking 1s most

*bide p. 430
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solely needed in the world todey. The school should pro-
vide worthwhile material to develop the correct thinking
of 1ts pupils, All types of experiences ere utilized,
visual alds, radio, and commnity resources, All of these
experiences are affegted by the schoocl and are 2 parf of
the ourriculum,

Curriculum revision will call for alert, resource-
ful teschers, They will have to expend beyond the tradie
tional limite of thelr old subject fields, and their old
elass procedures, but they ecan do 1t, The school's
responsibility to youth will be mere elearly fulfilled
and the student will welcome the change,

Meodern programs are bullt on the needs and intere
ests of the children, The day of the ghlld falls into
mejor divisions determined by his needs and his interesta,
which ave the need to play, %o vest, to eat, to work, to
learn new things, to enjoy companionship, and %o attend
to personal eoneerns, Once the modern teacher envisions
the curriculum as a sequense of 11fe experiences, and
planning as a manipulation of these expo:iionooa to meet
the needs of children, the making of a dsily program
becomes comparatively easy, When the above philosophy i..
accepted, the rigld allotment of time tends to disappear,
and a flexible progrem, which changes in emphasis from
day to day takes 1ts place. The planning of the day's
work should meet the persistent as well ns the daily needs
of partioular children,

Hany modern teachers tend to plan their daily
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programs in blocks of time and curriculum experiences
gonsidered desirable for children, MNore and more teach-
ors are planning the school day in terms eof child devel-
opment;, The teacher tends to bleck the schocl day under
such headings as:?

1. PFreparing for the day, such es getting out work
materials, watering plants, taking eare of animals, check=-
ing the fire and ventilation, :

2, ILaboratory or activity perioed,

3. Conferences with the teacher.

4, Vorking on skills, \

5, Feriods for creative activities,

€+ Planning the work of the day.

7. Talking things over through eurrent events,
reports, listening to news brosdeasts, planning commnity
prograns, and so on,

8, Rest and relexation, _

9, Ghecking at the close of the dsy,**

Bven though you will still find 1t necessary to
think lergely in terms of subject-matter periods these
steps in the day's work are important for a teacher to
eep in mind, for they will help you make the children's
day more meaningful,

The dey's work should be planned by the children

e T S NP

~ **Rate V, Wofford,
Pe 92,
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and the teacher together, This plammed program of sctivie
ties should be interesting to the children and worthy of
their best effortss If educators were able te determine
just what the present and the future needs of all indi-
viduals were, it would be & simple matter to plase these
in the curriculum, There are some things all individueals
will need at sometime, and these will be given a first
cheice in making a seleoticn, Seven needs have been lden=
tifled as fundamentalj transportetion, commniestion,
shelter, food, co-operation, pessing on our heritage, and
assthetic, mental, and spiritual life, Subjects should
be so organized thal they meet the immediate needs of the
pupils. This means that the curriculum should be chillde-
centered,

One of the needs of all youth is recreation, and
one of the functions of educsation is to provide suitable
recreastional activities, both for in-school and out-of-
school life, PFhases of recreational programs ghould
inelude all manner and variety of activities, sueh as,
reading, browsing, soclal activities, clubs, rest perlods,
and the games and sports of physiegal nature,

Fo eurriculum should neglect or ignore the need
for training boys and girls for home membership. The
great majority of all girls even though they eater induse
try or pursue a vocetlon direotly after finishing school,
eventually marry and become homemskers; and many are not
adequately trained for such work. They are confronted
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with problems of cooking, sewing, marketing, budgetlng,
and child ms&nnt and have no previous experience or
instruction in solving such problems,

There has been many forrmlations and classifications
of educetional objectives, The present clessification has
roegeived as wide recognition as 4id the 1918 report, They
are as follows:

1, The objective of self-realigation,
2. The objective of human relationship,
3« The gbjective of economle efficiency.
4, The objective of civic responsibility.

Teachers are realizing that these cobjectives are
equal in importance with the objectives formerliy held., A
eareful analysis of possible experiences and materiels are
being made that will contribute to the reslization of
these ocbjectives,®? '

As changes talte place and as individuals are called
upon to melke new adjustments as a result of these changes,
edjustments will be mede in the curriculum to mest these
new demands, :

Child Growth and Development.
Physical.
Olsen says:

—— aa

e S R b e——

13, Murry Lee and MIn Lee, The Child snd His
Gurriowium: ppe 10-13. :



B:porioma should be selected and guided so

to glve consideration to the health and i-

enl development of children, In well organized
curriculums, mmts.m m corrective work
are a part ar the re ar pro « Activities
are diversified to give periods of rest, The
demand for physiecal tra has been further
increaud by nrtut the home, The

home devotes cons l.ou emphasis to many

funetions thet were wol ~agtablished family
obligations in former deeades, The uhooh now
have begun to m:’. ttll:o ﬁﬁ“",“ ”.d.dm
mrsery schools dance
;Xical olintes tgu ms of

ining in health inma. Nolers eawsatien

nm J.acu real o?l:uu the development
of ugund, physigal 7

The arguments most often advanced to jJustify the

physical develepment or physical activities are!

1,

Se

Such activities which give an opportunity for
bodily activity essential to the high school

17

youth who are passing through a period of physical

maturation,

They result in the development of attitudes,
habits, and interests which are of wvaluve from the
standpoint of wise use of leisure time.

They result in better soclal adjustments of young
people and afford opportunities for the group
activities and co-operation necessary in our
soslety. The present trend is to give physical
activities more emphasis in the curriculum to
adapt them better to the needs of boys and girls,

**E, G. Oslen, Commnity and School. pp. 17-18.



and to keep them from being submerged in
competitive sports,'®

Mental Development,

The present trend of sdministrators and educators
is to have pupils' education include mental development,
Modern medicine, physiology, psychiatry, and hygiene have
brought to light the profound interrelation of mental and
physical with corresponding implications end responsi-
bilities for publie school administration,

Activities concerned with building up wholesome
attitudes toward one's self as a member of soclety, and
understanding of prejudices and fears:

1., Personal relationa.
6« Knowledge of bodily funections and hygiene.
be BSex Imowledge and hygiene,

2« Home relations,
as Sanltary conditiona,
b, Home atmosphere,

3. School relationship,
e« Hyglenie conditions in rooms,
b. Use of toilet,

4, Churech relations,
as Light, heat, and ventilations,
be Sanitary conditions,

——— R ————

end P, L, Bacon,
O, Ps 293.

*83, B, Edmonson; J. Roemer
M NI _LTIS T “ig . LLLE nogerm Sont
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¢s Prejudices,

5. Other community relations.
a, Sanitary conditions.
b, Pure food and water,
¢« Soeial hygiene,

From the time of his sixth birthdey, the child ordi-
nerily passes a considerable number of hours per day within
the environment of the sehool,® Naturally meny conditions
meet here that make for good hygiene, At school teachers
can inspire attitudes in pupils which will be desirable all
during their lives, If the chlld is well adapted to his
work at school, the results are likely to be excellent, and
he will emerge at the end of the year certainly none the
worse for his experience, and another round higher on the
educational ladder,

More time and opportunity are given to teachers and
health counselors to devote individual study and attention
to every child enrolled, Teachers are more and more suc-
gossful in bullding into universal childhood those funda-
-mental traits that make for suscessful living. There should
oxist between the teacher and the student a friendly yet
stern attitude, Teachers are getting awey from the scolding
and nagging attitude,

e

**w, W, Charters, The Tesghing of Idesls. ». 73.



Soeisal,

The nature of eduecation, its obligations to soclety.
and 1ts unique functions in American democracy as reported
in the Educational Folicies Uommission of the National
Education Assoclation are briefly states as follows:

1. The progrem of Edugation is never complete,

2. It grows with the growth of hmmenity.

3. Its sources 1s 1ife, not merely books and laws,

4, Education embraces knowledge, training, and
aspiration; Imowledge of the practical, social,

~ and fine arts, and aspirations of the race,

5. Knowledge alone is mot emough--ethics is indis-
pensable,

6. Education includes the training of body and
spirit.

7. Bdueation is committed to the meintenance and
improvement of soclety, which is demoeratic,
repudietes govermment by sheer force, nourishes
the free spirit of science, and rests on ideals,
institutions, and economy.

8. Eduecation now lays emphasis on its soclal obliga~-
tions, It must serve an assoclational economy
and prepare youth for associational 1ife and
activities. It must prepare cltizens for parti-
cipation in assceiational government and mmch ald
in upholding social values,

9. Education now confronts new fumetions in eonnec-



tions with unemployment of youth.
10, It fages new responsibility for the education of
adults . *®

These functions and obligations contribute to the
maintenance and improvement of soclety.

The school has been called an extension of the
home, for 1t has accepted meny responsibilities formerly
cared for in the home, The modern tendency in curriculum
development 1is to provide as many deairable sctivities as
possible which care for present needs, The school should
reflect the life of the home and the commmity. Activi-
ties which have earry-over value into the home and which
ralse the standards of home 1ife mey be grouped under
such headings as, home life, beautification, lighting,
recreational leisure time, and educaticnal ectivities,®

In general, soclety expects these five things from
the schoolss:

1. Orowth in good socisl habits that children may
be gulded toward becoming self-reliant, dependable,
courteous, kindly, considerate, and helpful. Each school
needs to formulate a list of soclial habits which need
partionlar eommnity setting.

2. Growth in fundemental skills, reading, write
ing, simple numbers, spelling, physicel co-operation and

e

*°Edwerd C. Lindemmen, "Democrscy's Challenge,"
School feview, Séptember, 1840, p. 2la :



emotionel control.

3. Orientation--Imowledge of a gemuine intelll-
gent appreciation of the community life in which the
child finds his socisl setting,

4, Acquisition of our gultural Ameriecan heritage--
learning about and appreclating our national history, our
gountry as it is today, our native mmsic, art, literature,
and culture patterns,

5. Development of the abilities and capacities of
each ¢hild-- that each child shall have his chance to
make the most of any special talent or ability with which
he is endowed.

Emotional.

Since life is an on-going process, and since edu-
cation is concerned with the improvement of 1life and
living, it would slso seem that educetion would be con-
cerned with the improvement of the adjusting process,
Every phase of perscnality development depends partly up-
on training end experience.

Spiritual.

In developing the character of pupils, they should
be looked upon as persons endowed with vigorous activi-
ties. In the curriculum, there should be placed materials
for people to learn the rules and how to use them skill-
fully to protect themselves from discomforts, prepare to

live a richer life, and equipped to invent new and better
forms of behavior.



Soeiety snd the Curriculum,

A currioulum shonld be plemned to meet the meeds of
all normal individuels. Education 1s not only eoncerned
with the welfare and progress, but also with the welfare
and progress of society as a whole,

Bducational systems are providing currioulums of
differentiated offerings in order to meet the diverse
intercsts and owlt_;iu of students, Subjeet contents
are being vitalized and related to the sccisl cccupational
demands of current and future socliety.

No matter how bound to tradition an educational
institution may be, it slsays finds 1tself sooner or later
a part of the eivilisation which it represents,

From those faots, it ean be seen that a new type of
edueational institution 1s essential, and that the old
type college-preparatory aim is out modeled. A large mumber
of high school pupils neither can nor will go te college.
They need a curriculum that will help them to understand
1ife as it is actually experienced, A curriculum that
prepares for college will also prepare for life, to a
gertain extent, All boys and girls must be provided with
those educstional experiences thet will meke them intellie
gent sbout, end efficlent participants in the social order
in which they will 1ive, '

If the curriculum is to result in preparing youth
to meot thelr 'rammibuim; in a soclety that is char-
acterized by change, it muat consist largely in general



edueation, It must be one that will aid youth in the
building of those values that are essential to a democratiec
philosophy of life.

The program of general education mmst result in the
preperation of individuals in those experiences of life
which are shared by all, Some courses must be genercl
snough so as to lend themselves to the inclusion of in-
struction on all important issves and problema. The
program mist cover problems of all sorts and types--those
of an Intimate charscter as well as those related to the
purposes of the total soclety. In eurrioulum revision
materdals and procedures should be seleeted that will
guarantee to every youth an opportunity to participate in
these procedures intelligently.



CHAPTER III

A BACKGROUND STUDY OF THE MADISONVILIE SCHOOL

The School Plant,

The main building on the eampus is a frame four
room structure, the Rosenwald type, Another one room
school has boen moved from & rural commnity and ia used
as a'olnm. The petition is taken down in the main
building in order to provide eunditorium space which does
not accommodate the present pupil population, during as-
semblies. The heating systea, ventilation, and lighting
are all inadequate., The problem of providing more appro-
priate bulldings and other physiesl facilities for this
school i1s particularly acute, The bulldings are unsafe
end unfitted for educational purposes, These mmat be
replaced by safe modern structures.

Howsver, the school plant and playground are lo-
cated In the part of the commmnity vhere 1t is most acessi-
ble to the group of puplils it is designed to aceommodate,
The slite is large emough to permit expansion snd provides
adequate playground, athletic, and parking fecilities., It
iz not, howsver, very well drained and graded sultable for
sdegquate landscaping., The plant is removed from traffie
noise and is near sanitary conditions. It is free from
all obstructions to the admimsion of sunlight.

The building 1s by no means large enough to meet
the needs of the commnity. A bullding should be plammed

The ‘E. -
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TABLE I

THE TEACHING PERSONNEL

Staff of Tenure Experience Monthly Salary Distribution of Werk
Physical Geography 10th grade
eliel B, 3. A years | 17 years $235400 8 q_gr
Teacher HL T years | 29 years $295400 e
. Os ) Engli - e
English M, A, L years 19 years $320,00 Business 7th=9th gr.
o N O TG - - -S4
8 . Se 1 years ars 95,00 Biology - Science Gth-10th gr,
7th-8th All classes in both g:rm:iol,,a
Grade except 7th grade English and
%&% By S 7 years 1) years $295,00 8th grade Histery
Grade
eacher Ee Se I years 19 years $295,00 All classes in both grades
Grade
eaqher BeSe | Tyears | 1 years $295.00 All glasses in both grades
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and econstructed te meet the needs of the educational pro-
grem and to safeguard the health, happiness, and safety of
the pupils and the commmity.

The strongest feature of the entire program for
educating Negroes in the Madisonville school 1s the teach-
ing persomnel. As shown in Table I, the instructional
staff consists of two men and six women, Fortunately, the
toschers are pald sccording to the state salary schedule,

411 administretive and supervisory matters are
handled by a very demceratic principel. He has been in
‘this achool system thirteen years, seven as prineipal,

He 1s an outstanding leader in the commmity. His sound
and democratic type of co-operation is most commendable
end productive of excellent results. The program would be
greatly strengthened and improved.

Table II shows the enrollment of puplls in the
Madisonville achool, The attendance 1s about ninety-five
per eent, Twenty-eight pupils »ride the school bus, from
two nearby rural commmmnities.®

Individual teachers have prepared materials of
superior quality fer their own classes, but a well-— organ=
1zed progrem for the development of adequate instructimmal
meterials has not been incorporated into the school.

There iz not a wealth of materiasl to enrich the curriecu-
lum, HNost of the teaching is textbook teaching. The

‘Report on File in Principel®s Office, MNadison=
ville, Texas, May, 1949,



TABLE II

AGE GRADE DISTRIBUTION
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curriculum 1s more or less conventional in nature., 7The
pupils receive only the minimum essentiela for college
requirements, There is e small insdequate library, few
visual aids, and very little voeatiomal pguidence. Meny of
the pupils leave school to work before they finish, with
no training vhich would prepare them for job opportuni-
ties.

The members of the fagulty sre willing and able to
maintain as good 2 program as the commmnity 1s willing te
finance.

The pupils and teachers eat s well-balanced, well-
prepared hot lunch every school day, promptly at twelve
o'clock. This lunch is propared by a hired person with
assistence from the girls. Both pupils and teachers pay &
small fee,

Home Environment of Puplls.

The home enviromment of the pupil population is
somevhat varied, A few of the pupils live close by, in
well-kept painted houses with all modern conveniences. A
large number live in their own homes but do not have all
the conveniences which malke for healthier, heppler living.
However, about ninety-five per ecent of the homes have
electricity, city water, and a few have telephones, Now,
a few of the pupils live in rented houses with no con=
veniences at all, and there is no place provided for play—
a yard, Unfortunately, some live in dilapidsted rented
houses, in rural commmnities, In some homes neither parent
can read nor write, and in some homes, one psrent can read
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or write. Fortunately, more than eighty-flve per cent of
these puplls come from homes where parents attend Sundey
School end Church, regularly.”
Tho Curriculum,
Subject lNatters

Asccording to modern curriculums studled, the our-
rloulun in the Madisonville School is too conventional. It
neglects girls in thet 1t does not offer courses 1ln home-
making which are vital in every girl's preaent and future
1ife. The boys and girls do not have the opportunity to
get training and oxperience in fields that will help them
when they have completed high achool, There is no science
laboratory for pupills to carry on worthwhile, simple oxperi-
ments, which in present and later 1life will prove of lnter-
ost end velue to theme The commnity does not make wise
use of its commnity resources, In the soclal studles
classea the cormunity resources cen be used to vitalize the
curriculum and teaching methods; this, of course, gives
depth of meaning to the children and, also, to instruction.
If teachers are to stimmlate and improve living conditions
In the commmilty through school activitles, they should be
glven a chance to do so. Then courses and activities must
be set up In the commnity, through the school which will
makke for meaningful teaching, The pupils need interests

and experiences which will help them inhrove their way of
living.

®Report of Survey of Negroos Medl Goun
1945« A Progrem for Commnity xmprf.vﬂmn Giadh e



Caswell believes:

The curricuium is generally viewed and com-
posed of the sctual experiences which children
und under the guidsnce of the school. . . «»

to the mpresent view, the curriculum
is lived by ohildren end its s or badness
can be tested in the 1ty of such
living. The currieulum worker, foro, has
28 his point of focus and centrs) concern the
succession of educetive ences for which
the school ascepts vesponsibility. It follows
:mt mt?nﬂ -y f providing tho s
8 casen one o s arrange-
ments which will foster the most effective

organigation of the experiences of children in
the aahoolj

The Influence of the School in the Commmmity.

Since the entire commmity is the educational stage,
educational leadership should be commmmity leadership.
Leaders in this commmity mmet extend its horizson and
ralese 1ts light, and get a deeper soclel understanding and
insight. Too little attention has been devoted to improve
ing the school through commmnity participation In its eeti-
vities. Students, toachors, and civie-minded laymen co-
operate, plan, and execute various service projects of a
geminely civie neture, In this way youth will learn that
the mwmmqna service, and the commmnity
will discover that youth's contribution to the general
welfare can beo at once important, intelligent, and effec-
tive,

®Hollis L. Caswell, Edugation in the Eleomentery
Sghool. pp. 188-189,
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The school should lead in coordinating the efforts
of the commnity. It should be sble to lead all the edu-
eationel efforts of the commnity into en organisged and co-
operative program for the more effective educatlion of
youth and adults, in school and out,

The community 1s a place of human experiences, since
within 1t goes on the basic processes and related problems
of malting a living, sharing in citizenship, exchanging
idess, securing education, sdjusting to pecple, meintaining
life and health, enjoying beauty, meeting religious needs,
and engaging in recroation,

The school 1s open each nlght of the week for a
voeteran class. Other cormmunity meetings are also held at
the schoecl. In thls way the school operates as an educa=-
tional center for edults, also. The achool should be sen=
sitive to the neoeds of the commmity and in co-operation
with the parents plen a program that wlll meke the best
use of all available resources, Such an environment should
stimilete puplls to engege in many activitles. Through
participating in plamning, exocuting, end evaluating their
worl, they will learn to thinl:r and to use the facts and
tools of learming. They should f£ind the school & vitel
place 1n which 1t is good to live. This type of co=cperas
tion will gulde mewbers of the commnity into proper fields
for better commmity living.



CHAPTER IV

POSSIBILITIES FOR REORGANIZING THE MADISONVILLE SCHOOL
CURFICULUM

Comparstive Study of Steps Taken by Other Commmity-
Centered Schoels in Pringing About Curriculum Improvement .

Nembe! Commmity School.

Nambe' is a rural commumity eighteen miles north of
Santa Fe., Here in the shadow of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains asre located six hundred pecople of Spanish-spoak-
ing ancestry. This population is organized into one hun-
dred forty~seven families, with eighty-seven families
represented in school.

¥hen the school opened in September, 1937, the
enrollment was one hundred sixty-two. It 1s now two
hundred fourteen, with em A D A of one hundred ninety-six.
This growth is evidence of the inereased interest which
the parents in the eonmmmity are taking.

The school is housed ia three bdulldings. The nur-
gery school is located In a private home with twenty
children, vho ere not included in the above enrollment,
The pupils from the first to the third grade attend the
primary school, Crades four to eight attend the upper
school. In sddition, they have a earpenter shep bullt by
the commnity for the use of the children and any adults
who care to come and work there.

The school is locsted on four acres of land, which



pormit ample play space, Since 1937, trees and many shrubs
and flowers have besn planted., Along the south side of
the groundas, there are 1little experimental plots which can
be terraced and used In comnecstion with thelr land manage-
ment program.

In the primary bullding is a amell suditorium and
kitchen, equipped by the commmity, whioch serve as a com=
mmnity center for school meetings. There 4s slao s nurse's
office where the pre-netel and beby clinics are held.

Most of the agencles used by this commmnity exist in
every other community, The writer foels that 1t 1s a
rosponsibility of the school to scquaint the people of the
community with these wvarious helping agencles. Many of
our ¢ltizens do not know what agencies are available or
how contracta are made.

The school may perform another duty iIn coordinating
these services, Frequently several separate agencies can
work together 1f there is some one to gulde them--no one
13 In a better position than the prineipal and staff,

* The people of Nambe' believe that the school should
be the center of the commmity. It should be sensitive to
the needs of the commmnity and in co-operation with the
parents plen s program that willl meke the best use of all
available resocurces, Such an environment should stimmlate
pupils to engage in meny setivities,?

."m' bwm Senta Fe County, Wew



The Center Point Commnity,

The Center FPoint Community proves that any commmunity
with a wise and sane leadership can utilize their own expe-
riences through co-operative enterprise, constructive work
end follow-up program may serve to improve the way of 1ife.

A type of program centered around the human, physie
cal, and cultural needs of the commnity has been precticed
by the Center Point school. These leaders have been on
the job through the years, for the best interest of the
commmnity. Indeed they have offered a solution in a large
measure of the commmunity problems in the light of their
needs, Such a philosophy could well serve as a guide for
other commnities that are faced with problems,.

Bagk of all the success of Center Point school rests
the vision and confidence manifested by these professional
leaders in the growth end development of the commnity.
However, no progrem can successfully be carried out without
the fellowship of ecitigens, pupils, and friends,

A kindlier disposition toward the school and its
program was awakened; greater interest is being manifeated
toward the making of sanitary and well-kept homes. The
enrollment of classes through the years has increased;
various problems are solved in the light of the needs of
the people as they relate to the human, physieel, and cul~
tural reaources,

These leaders have given unselfish and untiring
serviges without a2 let up, which has not been in wvain,

One can look with pride and delight at the school and



commnity surroundings integrated into the total society.
It 1s nothing other than marvelous.”

The John M, Moore Commmmnity School is located in
the eastern, rursl section of Brazos County, Bryan, Texss.
The commnity is made up of farm and cattle raising fami-
lies.

The teschers, ministers and other eitizena of the
commmity felt that they should afford more activities and
experiences than were being offered. So they set out to
improve the ecommunity for the good of all the citizens.

1. A general study was made of the commmity to
determine needs, special interests, and religilous sctivi-
ties.

2. This study was then compiled by the eommittes
vhe made the survey. They listed the problems.

3¢ The committee then listed steps and procedures
that might be taken in solving their problems,

There are nine common school districts, making up
the cormmunity school, These dlstricts cover an eighteen
nmile radius. Since these people live quite a distance
apart, there arose the question of the mumber of parent-
teacher associations to sponsor,. After dlscussions it was
finally decided to orgenize one main P, T, A, They decided

®8, T, W, Bremby, "A Program of Commnity Improve-
ment," Master's thasuir:ratr.to v:.owomim&u:,nl and

Mechanicel College, Prairie View, Texs=a, 1946,



that if the meetings were interesting enough the parents
would attend. The attendance 1s 70 per cent,

The school's program is bullt arcund demoeratic
prineiples and ideals. All projects and problems are work-
ed out by the ministers, patrons, pupils, and teaching
gtaff, There exists a family-like spirit in which the
prineiples of love, respect, and a desire to lesrn and
think and prepare pupils to live a useful, worthwhile life
in the present and future.

The enrollment of the school is two hundred forty-
six with a ninety-five per cent attendance, The school is
located on three acres with smple pmmm There are
ten teachers on the staff,®

Nost of the agencies used by these commmnities
exist in every other commmnity. The writer feels that it
is a responsibility of the school to scquaint the people
of the commnity with these various helping agencies.
Nany citigens do not know what agencies are available or
how contacts mey be made,

The school may elso perform the duty in coordinat-
ing these services. Frequently several separate agencies
can work together if there is some one to guide them,
wisely--no one is in a better position than the principel
and his staff,

Such leadership as existed in these commmnity-

%Re; le in t .
p?:t on ti grlmlpal s office, John M




centered schools should serve to inspire and stimmlate
others to be aware of their scute needs, and appeal to all
available commmity resources to improve thelr enviromment,

Curriculun Conditions in the Madisonville Scheol in Need of
Reorganization,

In reorganiging the csurriculum in the Madisonville
school, there are numbers of experiences, needs, and inter-
ests to take into consideration, The school should have a
plamned program with all-round development in view., It
should afford the child guided experiences in all Important
areas of living compatible with his maturity. An out-
standing problem in educetion is the organization of a
curriculum to meet the needs of the pupils and provide
educational opportunities sultable to thelr abllitles,
eptitudes and 1ife purposes,*

The school and the gcomrmnity have not kept pace
with the latest developments. It is not adapted to indl-
vidual differences emong pupils, It is more or less set
for only one type of ability. The surriculum fails to
recognize, much less pay attentlon to the many types and
levels of ability which erowd the c¢lassrooms,

The problem of providing more appropriate builde
ings and physical facilities for the school is particulare
ly acute, The bulldings and equipment are not adapted to

- s s

*Caswell, gp. git., p. 188,



the population of the school and ecommunity. The builldings
are ungafe and unfitted for educational purpcses, and addi-
tions must be made to overcrowded bulldings. The bullding -
should be planned and construgted to meet the needs of the
educstionsl program and to safeguard the health, happi-
ness, and safety of the pupils. The task of the adminie-
tration is to make the plant serve the eduestional program
in the most efficlient way. The bPullding should be large
enough to meet the meeds of the commnity., In commmities
where the building is to be replaced because it 1s no
longer fitted for school use, or where an sddition is to
be mede, the task of determining the mumber of pupils can
be eared for easily. Usually, fairly accurate estimate
can be based on records of enrollment for the past few
years,®

If the building 1s planned to meet the needs of the
school program, the administrator will have 1little Aiffi-
eulty in making the program fit the bullding facilities.

The space devoted to instructional activities
should consist of -~ classrooms, library, study halls,
auditorium, gyymasium, laboratories, shops, visual edunea-
tion room, and rooms devoted to music, dramatics, or
other school ectivities. There should also be space
devoted to astivities which may be classed as non-instrusc-
tional-asdministrative, student aid, P, T. 4,, and other
offices; teacherd’, janitors', storage, and boys'! and girls'

®Eamonson, et. a8l., gp. git., pp. 129-30,
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restroomsj cafeteria, lockers, end space for miscellaneous
services and equipment of the bullding, seating, heating
and ventilation, lighting, water surply, and the 1ike.®

All of these rooms should have mofern facilities
and equipment, in order to secure the desired results in
their use. A janitor should be in echarge of maintaining
physical conditions under whigh teachers and puplls may
work to the best adventages.

Curriculum change should be the task of all the
pecple of the school and the ecomrmnity. The revision of
the curriculum is & part of the normal professional task
of teachers. It should be flexible and provide for changes
as needed, It should be crganized in such a way that it
will not undermine the security of the teaching staff, and
all teaschers should perticipste to the extent of their
ability.”

4 great deal of teaching effort is being neglected
in this school program. Teachers are not working unitedly
to attain common objeetives, The English teacher goes her
own way endeavoring to the best of her ability to accom-
plish gertain obJectives. The social studies teacher plans
her worlk, hoping to cover units, FEach teacher works inde-
pendently of the other, Some do superior worki some do
felr work,

:m, PPe 1&"13’-
We He MoFarland, "More Teamwork Among Teachers,"
Jamaary, 1948, p. 53.



W. H, MoFarland says:

Edueational accomplishment is not the sum
total of the iIndividual efforts of the teach-
ers; it is the result of combined, Integrated
effort on the part of all of the ‘anohoﬂ
working ther to attain common objectives.
gt o e B iy g B
mon p g sum
total of the wnr‘s work should be. There
ghould be a great joint eonsideration of what
l:hato{ul %mtbznm:tu%gtmm.
Some plans heve beon sugges for bringing
a'bout; the desired unity of setion, Core
curriculum, fused culum, © ence
currictlum and others have been igned to
realize this need and desired unification.
They all ¢all for a new type curriculum
organization,®

Faye Adems states:

The teacher has long been regarded as
having a s al part to play in maintaining
and exte the ideals of om§ many
have halled her as the hope of AMOCIr&CY.
But while her ideals and attitudes have been
meuont she has been limited both in

ity anda ebility in her
fﬂ tial oon‘bributim. . e = mst kmow
deals of democracy end must find phil
the basis for enduring educetional velues
and make psychology eontribute to her under-
standing and guidance of children. And when
she sees and understands these resources as
a total pattern for a ehudrm to
attain security, recognit lnd sueoess ,
she 1is ntinung the pr!nc!. ta of mta‘.;.r

hygiene ch are so close
dmorao;:a

One can seo that the teacher should create and
preserve conditions in the slassroom which will make for

'M-. Pe 54.
*Faye 2dy

Adems , PPe Sl

52,
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improved instruction. There should be much teacher-pupll
planning.

All schools should allow its puplils to share real
responsibilities, Nothing is more important than the
develocpment of student councils when these have developed
a8 a group whiech fsee problems and sctually deal with
ideals vhich do mot merely rubber stamp the ideas of the
sdministration. The cwrriculum mmst, in some way, be
geared into life and work and thought of the commmity.
Living should be for a purpose, and more attention 1s need-
ed in the curriculum to the things thaet go to male up the
abundant life, to literature, to the five arts as well as
the practiecal, to musie, to forms of dramatie expression,
to science and mathematics as ways of thought, to oral and
written language as an orderly and systematized means of
exprossion.™®

The present curriculum neglects girls' needs,
There exista a great gap in the educational progrem, in
the Medisonville school, for girls, Taking ianto account
the changing roles of women in modern soclety, one cammot
help but recognize the current need for reorganization of
the progrem,

Pearl V. Lowery points out:

Education for mla be concerned with
the Interests, needs, Hmibilitiu and

purposes of women, and rmst mot be confused with
the so-ecalled sm:l. education, A girl's basic

e

12Jemes E. Spitsnes, "The Core Gnrriculm.' Schoeol
Reviow. November, - » -



needs are different from those of the high

school youths and her ability and interests

are therefore different from those of a

young man. There must be cooking and

sewing classes to meet the surging needs.

If a flvl enters matrimony direct from

household routinea, At the same time she

too often 1s leacking in the basic under-

standl of essential human relationship

within home, Childbearing and home-

making are vital functions bu‘l; more 1.

expected of a woman in society zo

curriculum should consider oonurses help

girls solve problems of how she might

ecombine her need or desire for a voeation

intbohus!.nucmrlﬁﬂthﬁumloof

mother and wife,

The curriculum should provide courses in child eare,
the meking of ehildren's clothes, personality development,
The girls should also get training and instruction in unsing
and caring for household equipment and household epplie-
ances, There should be units on how to dress for various
ooccasions and on how to walk and tallk,

The boys should be taught plant and animal huse
bandry. This includes treetment of ordinary diseaeses,
selection, and breeding of farm animals, and culling of
chickens, Terracing land, conservation of soll, managing
jobs for the farm, fertility of the soil, and selection,
mixing and using commercial fertilize should be stressed.
They should also be given training in earing for rosds in
the commnity and for the beautification of the school

campus and lawns erocund the home,

pearl V. lowery, Clesring House. March, 1948,
Pe 62,
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In this revised curriemlum, there should be ineluded
such general courses as physical science, in which the
pupil is taught about the world in which he lives; blolog-
icel science, in which he 1s taught ebomut life on this
earth, especially, msnj social scilence, in which he learns
the duties of & member of a community; and the humanities,
in which he learns about the nature of mean gs en indlvid-
ual and the record of mants experiences and ideals., The
puplils need courses in art, which will be concerned with
approciation as well as with those methods and devices
which man has developed for the production of materisl
aspects of civilization,'®

Steps That May Be Taken For Reorganization.

In reorganizing the curriculum to meet the needs
the pupils is a certain way for commmity development.
Community development awalts leaders skilled in
eratic process, This, of course, means that every person
shall have a share in malking decisions that e ¢
and shall assume responsibility for sction. The starting
peint of the whole process is awareness of need; what the
comrunity or school needs for the achilevement of the good
life. A good leader will desire to have commnity partici-
pation in planning; he will see the opinions and viewpoints
of the group. He will be sure that all members of the
group feel a partmership in final decisions. "“Thinkers

domo=-

‘®Eamonson, @%. 8les OD« gib., Ppe 152-133.



about demoeracy have passed the stege of merely perfect-
ing mechanisms of veting and representation; theirs 1s to
train minds and sct together constructively."*®

Change in the curriculum invelves certaln attitudes
or & certain philosophy of edusstion, on the part of those
who are engaged In the revision., This commmity cen Inle
tiste a program of curriculum revision by undertaking a
study of basic eduecational philosophy. There 1= a need for
sgrecment on & few basic attitudes, This i1s not an agree-
ment which must be wholly arrived at prior to the proposed
change, but one which may sometimes be arrived at as the

study progresses, Some of the most ifmportant basic atti-
tudes are!

{(a) OCurriculum change 1s the task of all of the
people of the school and the community.

(b) Curriculum revision i1s a part of the normal
professional task of teachers, emhancing the stending of
the profession and making the work of the individual teach=
er more effsctive,

(¢) The organization for curriculum development
muist be flerxible to provide for changes as needed.

(@) Curriculum change should be brought sbout in
such 2 way that the security of the teaching staff will
not be undermined.

(e) Curriculum changes must be a contimuous proce=
dure sinee all the elements of the educational process are

“—— —

*®M. P. Pollett, Crestive Experiemce. p. 211.



varisble.

{(f) The curriculum is the sum of all the experi-
ences which a child has while he is under the supervision
of the school.*

In ialtiating a program of cwrrisulum change, care-
ful consideration must be given to conditions existing in
the local aschool and commmnity. The principal should call
a meeting and invite only a few key people to formulate
plana, He wlll then confor with the heads of agencies and
other interested laymen in the commmity-leading eitigens,
ministera, teachers, county sgents, newspaper men and
others abont the situation. There should he a secretary
to record the progress and discussions of eagh group meet-
ing. After plans have been forrmlated the principal can
arouse the conasciounaness of the need for curriculum change.
For a second meeting he can contact as meny people aa
possible. In this the pecople of the comamity will feel
that they have been eonsulted, The principal or one of
the staff members ecan tell what other commmity-centered
schools have done in revising their curriculums to meet
the needs of the puplils, A l1list can be made of the most
agute needs, for immediste attention,

After orgenization which should come when the group

— S

1%ark ¢, Brataas, "Criterdia For Evaluat Curri
g W:ka September 20, 19“4‘;-%. 990~
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sces a need for 1t, a conmittee should go to work finding
facts that will support the original reports made by
leaders. Facts may be gathered through informal iInter-
views, conducted without the benefit of & printed form,
but in which notes are taken. The interviewer may have in
mind an outline of the points to be covered which are
recorded at hia esrlliest convenlences Many facts can be
obtained by observation,

For fueta to be most useful they must be presented
properly. If democratic commmunity development ia to take
place, a clear undorstanding of commmnity problems and
potentialities 1s necessary for the general publie.

Facts may be presented to the publie iIn the fol-
lowing ways:?

1. Tell the story by spoken word through:
Discussions in eivic groups and parent-teacher
essociation,

Radio.
Individual speakers before community groups.
2+ Tell the story by writtem word through:
~ Newspaper,
Bulletins and pamphlets.
Iletteras and reports.

3« Tell the story by plctures through:
Novies and posters.



Store-window diaplays.*®

Hoving egreed upon certaln basic attitudos and have
ing aerocused a consclousness of the need for curriculum
change, the problem then arises of organiszing to facili-
tate the prossss. The organization should provide for
participation of school personnel, commmity leaders, snd
gpecialists. The orgamization should be simple and fleoxi-
ble. Simple to aveid overorgsnizetion with resluting slow-
dow. Flexible to provide for change of direction as nec-
essary.

It 1s the task of the leadership to provide, in so
far as poasible, all materisls essential to the proper
execution of the plan, The plan should provide for con-
t1muous development of the curriculum The entire system
shonld have benefit of experimentation corried on in emy
part of the system.

In order that there may be a contimmous sense of
direction, 1t 1s essentiasl that there be periodic evelua=
tion of the preogram,

One eamnot legislate currieunlum chenge. Curricula
which are planned by one person, or by & smell committee,
and foreced down from above on to staff members who have mo
opportunity to partieipate in the planning ere iikely to

ilgn
A Handbook in Commmmity Development,™
ville, South Carolina, pD. 35-21, BE - ur



be unpopular and to go unused, Only as staff members
themaselves are changed by being subjected to the whole

process of change ¢an they grasp the significance of new
concopts,.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY

l. The traditional program of the school falls to
arouse the desired interest in the pupils.

2, The program is gravely in need of revision,
unification, and enrichment.

5« The curriculum must meet the needs of the pupils
and provide opportunities suited to their abilitiesg apti-
tudes and l1lif'e yurposes.

4, The curriculum nust be geared into the life and
thought of the commmity. The community rmust take on

broader meanings.

Se mmmmoﬂw.miat’dmb-
jecta, and should be flexible and elastie to permit adapta-
tion to changing objectives of education, resulting from
changes in the needs of sceiety and should conteln en
sdequate sample of worthwhile activities.

6« A variety of situations that are undesirable for
learning to take place should be taken cere of in the
revised program.

7« Subjects of great value to large nmumbers of
pupils should be plased early in the curriculum,

8. The eduecational program will not de complete
without a great deal of activeness by the people of the



Conclusion

Since children learn by doing (and that means
intellectual doing and artistic doing as well es mamal
doing) the school end the commnity must go a long way
from where they are now with the freilities the school has
to afford. The school must give the children real experis
ences and real responsibilities. FEducetion is the stimu-
lus to learn and the schools must provide the training
that will moet likely equip individuals to become pertici-
pants rather than speculsaters in directing the changes in
our social life.

In the light of these faets the curricnlum offer-
ings should be such as would prepare the pupils to take
their place in sccial snd Industrial 1ife of the community.

Frem the foregoing information e econclusion may be
resched that the program needs revising. This adjustment
should be brought about by the adoption of & more diversi-
fied program of studies, The need of subjescta such as,
industrial arts, homemaking, and health are evident, The
school would then be of morc direct ald to students, but
more especially to thoase who do mot finlsh high school,
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