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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

The problem of sollecting data for this study has been
a diffioult one« In this small Texas town, as is the ouse
of practically all small towns, the Negro leawes little
records of themselves %to serve as a guiding light %o those
to follow and would like to know something about their history.

The sources of inrnrnatlon have been the various per-
sonal interviews with people who have lived in Madisonville
and witnessed its steady growth. The local newspaper,
records and information from the Madisonville Chamber of
Commarce, Office of the Deeds of Records, and other local
agencies and records gave valuable information that sould
be used in this studye. The senior class of the Madisoanville
Colored High School made a survey of the Negro population in
1547 and their findings are their coatribution to this study.

The writer of this study is a native of Madisonville
and has seon the stesady progress of the Negroes of Madison=
ville, Toxase The population consists of Negroes and whites
and the interracial feeling betweon the two races is of such
that they ocan live together in pence and comfort.

The point of progress, growth, and achievement of an
individual, group or a race may be orowned with justioe,
honor and praise, but that group or community is greatest

that aohieves most with least means against greatest odds.



Against financial difficulty and domestic labor, paying
a meager wage, and agriculture and common day labor, being
the only source of income, the Negroes of Madisonville have
attained, in great proportion, the distinotion of good

citizens, home owners, property holders and ocivic mindedness,

Purpose of Study

The obJjectives of this study are, first: to contribute
valid findings to the "County Dooms™ study as being oarried
out at Prairie View Agrioultural and Mechanical College; and,
socond, to obtain valid evidence of the mocomplishments of
the Negroes of Madisonville, Texas, since 19500, Their slow
but steady growth in the area of business and other branches
of development is m mark of progreossiveness afforded them
by opportunities in the 20th Century.

It is the hope of the writer that others, in the field
of History, will carry on this study from where he has left

off.

Soope
The socope of this study is from 1900 to 1948 and applies

to the Negroes of Madisonville, Texas, briefly tracing their

development.

Method Used

The writer used the historical mothod in socuring his
data. Blaboration required topical-chronelogy for eoffective~



Definition of Terme

The writer fesls it necessary to define the following
terms as they relate to this study:
le Institutional Development may be defined as
the growth and lmprovemsnt of those long~
standing organisations of men.

2+« Boonomioc Status is defined as the moans
and methods of living well and wisely.

S« Labor may be defined as physical or
mental work,

4. Business Dasvelopment is the unfolding and
growth of sommercial enterprises.

5o Health may be defined as the physical and
mental condition of an individual or a
group of peoplee

6 Crime may be defined as an offense against
the publio welfares

Hypothesis
The Negroes of Madisonville have achieved muoch with

lonst means against great odds and their development and
growth have kept pace with the advancement of the town.
As the town grows and develops so will the Negroes in

proportlion to the opportumnities presented them.



Chapter JII

MADISONVILLE~---BEGINNING TO 1900

Historical Bmokground

Medisonville is loonted in Madiseon County. "Madison
County was created fron Grimes, Walker and Leon Counties
in 1853 and organized in 1854, The father of Hadison
County is Pe We Kititrell, It was named for President James
Madison. Madison County is in the Post Oak Belt of Bast
Central Texas." 1

The “intory of Madison County oan be traced from
Indinn'dnyi. Harrcwing experiences have been related by
old pioneers. There is no definite date of arrival of the
very first permanent white or Negro settlers in Madison
County; but over four centuries before their arrival, mny
attenpts in colonizing the seoction had been frustrated by
hoatile and uncivilized man. *

Iin 1854, when Hedison County was organiszed, Madisen- :
ville was made County seat and became the prim:sipla trade
ing andshipping point of the Countyes Soon thereafter the
first ocourt house was erected and steres, and churchas
comprised the business seotion. * In 1863 only two storas

wore in Madisonville and they were loocated near a running

1l Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide, Dallas Morning
Yews, Dallas, 1045-1048. Page %78

2, The Madisonville Veteor, August 24, 1944

3., 1bid.




spring where weter would be convenient. Cattle raising was
the ohief source of incomes In the region men would brand
thnir_cnttln together and sell them together. 4 prom these
two stores, along with the court house, lNadisonville has
stoadily growne.

The first ocourt house was built of logs in 1854 and was
destroyed by fire a few years later. The second was built
of the same material and destroyed by fire in 1867. The third
was built of lumber and burned January 2, 1873, losing all
recordss The fourth ocourt house was built of brick in 1879,
but as time passed on it became unsafe and was demolished.
This building was replaced by another more modernistic briock
structure in 1894, In this year The Madisonville Meteor,
the city paper, began its publiocation.

The population of Madisonville in 1897 was 500, inolud-

ing Colored and whites,

The !ogro

The first Negro that probably ceame to Madison County
was Mery Johnson, who came %o this section and settled on
the Trinity River in 1845 with the Dr. L. Jeo Gores and
Kittrell families. °

Abraham Lewis and Luoy Lewis were the first Yegroes to
settle in Madisonvillees Abe, a8 he was called, was from

Virginia and Luoy Lowis was from Louisiana, In the words of

4. Roecorded Interview, with John Malone, Madisonville, Texas,
™ ugas .
6. The Ildil;nfillt Meteor, August 24, 1944.




their daughter,

"Abraham Lewis and Lucy Lewis were the first
colored people to come to Madisenville.
Lucy Lewis was froed under Boss Crawford,
ong=fourth nile from town. Abe Lewis oame
in possession of more than two hundred acres
of land, He bought this land beocause it
was cheape He was the only blacksmith in
this seotione He got five dollars per
horse for shoeing horsess The land where
the county Jjail is looated once belonged
to Abe Lewils,"

From the number of deeds in the possession of Nine
Lewis, daughter of Abe and Lucy Lewis, Abe was a good
liver and managed well. The Lewis family maintained a

good standard of livinge In 1872 Abe Lewis bought

fifteen and six=-tenth acres of land. 7

The following re-copy of this deed will show, in
part, how it reads;

"The State of Texas know all men by Madison
County thess present that I, L. D. Collins
of the County of Madison State of Texas in
consideration of the sum of fifty dollars
gold to me in hand paid by Abraham Lewis
of the County and State afore said have
granted, bargained, sold and released, and
by these present do grant, bargan, sell and
reloase unto the said Abraham Lewis the
following truca of land of fifteen and six
tonth sores."™

Another dvod shows that in 1878, Abe Lewis bought
soventy=five aores of land for 3225.00.’ A third shows

that in November 1890 he bought twe tracts or parcels of

.

6. Recorded Interview, Nina lLewis, Madisonville, Texas,

une
7« Deeads ot Rcoord. Madison County, Volume H, 1872. PP. 386-87.
8. Ybid.

9. Yeeds of Record, Madison County, 1878, Volume G, PP. 614-5616




land for $40.00. s

The Negro population of Madisonville from 1886 to
1897 was of such a small number that they ocould bde
easily named and counted and their location was easy to
indiocatee This location seemed to have been the pattern
for other Negroes to follow; for in the westernm section
of town they have settlede Down on the west side of the
Court House Square was a little old house ocsupied by
Charlie Johnson and his wilfe and farther down, two other
houses were occupied by WNegroes. A Colored Methodist
Church was bolow these houses and a house ocoupled by 2d
Burrell was below the Methedist Church. On the south
side of the Court House Square lived Abe and Luoy Lewis
whose family still own their property. *+

Woven into the fabris of the history of the
development of the Negroe in Madisonville, as exprsssed
by one of the earlier Negro settlers, is found in evidenoce
in 1886 when Genersl Sam Houston was a guest at the Green
Hotel and Mr. Burtis, a druggist, was selsoted by the
citiszens to designate a valet for him during his stay.
He chose Scott Fant, & Colored man, as valet. 1z

As to the amount of income of Negroes up to 1900,

from domestic and farm ladbor, it was very meager. The

10. 1Ibid., Volume M, PP. 391-392,
1l1. The Madisonville Meteor, August 24, 1944.
12, The Nadisonville Weteor, August 24, 1944,




daily inocome was from thirty-five to fifty ocents wages.
In the statoment of Chanel Loud, who says:

"Many days I worked for thirty and £ifty

cents per daye. I tns&gd rmany washings

for the same price."

The briocks, of which the present court house is con=
structed, were made by Pap Budges, as Chief lMolder, along
with other Negro and white labore.

"Building of the court house in 1894 brought

fifty cents to sixty ocents per day to white
and colored briockmakers and in putting

down the I end G N Railroad the prices wers
from fifty cents to seventy-five cents per

day. An extra ordinary hand was given one

dollar per day."

The old brickyard where the briocks were made still
shows signs of a brickyard and the land is now owned by
Perry Ashley, one of the pionser Colored citisens.

In politiecs, before 1900, Negroes of Madisonville and
in Madison County in general %took part in the electing of
local, state and national officers. This was from the
latter part of 1800 to the time of the Terrell election

law of Texas in 1903+ The Terrell election law provided

for only one primarye. 15

"In 1901 there was no primary and neither any
one paying poll tax. Most all Colored that
wore old enough voted. The Colored in
Madisonville voted for me and the Colored in
Midway voted for Mr. Hayes, I won. When

13. The MNadisonville Meteor, August 24, 1944.

14, Reoorded interview, with J. P. House, Madisonville, Texas,

Eugust 22, 1948,

15 Re ¥We Steen, History of Texaus. The Steck Company, Austin,

Texas. Page 370,



the primary came %n that was the last time
Colored voted."” 1

The first church to be built in Madisonville was an
African Methodist Church. This Church was short lived and
the next to follow was the Colored Methodist Episcopal
Churchse This Churoh is still in existence. Long before
this Churoh was built its members met under an Arber with=
out anyone as pastor. The members who would take the
place of ministeors were called oxhaltors. The Colored
Mothodist Episcopal Church building has gone through
soveral remouldings, but its first construction was of
log foundation hauled by John D. House. It had twealve
foot walls, After the end of its oconmstruction in 1888,
its first pastor was a Reverend Parkere

Before any Baptist Church was built in Madisonville,
people of the Baptist faith walked more than two miles
west of town to worships About 1895 this group of people
organized the first Baptist Church and held services in
the Colored School with Reverend Neal MoCloud as pastor,
Following Reverend MeCloud's pastorate, Reverend Lee
Kingsbery pastored until 1902, when the first Baptist
Chnrog house was built and Reverend Dave Byrd beoame

pastor. It eventually came te be known as the Shileh

Baptist Churche

16« Rocordad Interview, D. W. Evans, Madisonville, Texsas,
une s -
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The first sohool, for Negroes, in Madison County was
established in a small community eight miles west of town
known as High Prairie. This was in 1868, The first school,
for Hepgroes, in Madisonville was in 1880, taught by Spencer
Davis in a box house on the northeast part of towns In
1385 the school was established on the west side of town
where most of the Negro poople had settlede The land for
this sohool was given by Neal MeCloud. One of the first
students of the first Wegro school in MNadisonville still
lives and makes the following statement;

"After olearing away the timber, father and

I hauled the lumber for the oconstruction
of the school housee I entered school in
e Sktwn 8 Eive N T

After the one room building was oconstructed, Neal
Mol loud became temcher. Teachers, during this time, were
also preasherse Noal McCloud attended Hearne Academy in
Hearne, Texas. 18 This was exceptional, for most teachers
during this time took Couniy examination for Certifioates,

We find that the Madisonville Negroes, up until 19500,
wore interested in three major areas - politiocs, religion
and sducation. They built churches and they were interested
in th|‘11altcd schooling that was afforded them at the time.

They were voters also, but for their interest in fraternal

organizations and business development they were late.

17« Recorded Interview, with T. Be. lMot%, Madisonville, Texas,
August 14, 1947,
18 1bid.
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Chapter III
INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

From the tweo store town of the 1860s, Madlisonville of
the 19408 ocan speoak of two banks - First National, organiz-
ed in 1902 and The Farmers' State, established in 1907;
three highways - Highway 75, that connests Houston and
Dallus, Highway 21, that goes east and west, mnd Highway
90, that comes from Havasota and terminates at Madisonville;
a Court House, which is solidly flanked on all four sides
with brick bulldings; ten dry good stores, one gin, four
white ohurches, five Negro churches, modern grooery stores;
sroamery plant capable of produsing 4,000 pounds of butter
a day; chioken hatcheries; newspaper and printing plantg
golf course; and, schools. 1 madisonville has grown from
seemingly virgin territory into one of the leading

agrioultural centors in the State. 2

Homes
Just as the population inoreased, wages became bettsr,
and above all, thrust upon his own without homes, the
Negroes of this little oity inoreased in home ownership.
They settled in the western part of the town, This seotion

is fairly drained and is without paved streets, but they are

ls Madisonville Chamber of Commerce, Madison County,
Madisonville, Texas, 1946. Page 4
2e Madisonville Meteor, August 20, 1944,
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passable practically at all times. The homes are well
spaced and improved with beautiful lawms, adorned with
shrubbery and flowerse Up until as late as 1900 there
wore no painted homes nor churches for Negroes. The
buildings were constructed of rough lumber and without
silding for painting and for beamuty. All but about a
dozen of these homes were rented and were owned by
white ownerse. " The lack of finance was the sontribut-
ing oause of non ownership of homes among the Negro
populations Domestic service and farming were the ohief
sources of income.

With the construction of the I and G W Railroad, from
Havasota %o Madisonville in 1903, and hiring of Negro
labor with better pay, some were encouraged to buy land
and build homes, %

The Negroes of Madisonville, who gradually inoroased
from &« mere handful in 1886 to 969 in 1947, sesmed to have
progressed according %o financial booms. Beginning with
the war years of 1918 end 1939, and with the exception of
the depression years of 1929, practioally all Negroes began
rebuilding their homes with most of them painted and
modernizeds The first Negro te build a large, beautiful,

painted home in Madisonville was Perry Ashley, in 1924.

5« Recorded Interview, with Buff Johnson, Madisonville, Texas,
Kugust 20, 1048,
4, Ibid.

e
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Gradually and slowly, year after year, others did the same
by remodsaling or building all out with new material.
llost of those homes have modern conveniences - eleotrie
lights, radios, ruaning water, telophones and gas. Some
fow have bathrooms but they use saptic tanks sinoce there
was no sewage line. -

Notes 8Since 1947 the oity has put dowm the

sewago line in the Negro section and

many have connected these. Strest

lights are also in the Colored Sectione
School

In reviewing the school from its earliest days of
establishment in Madisonville up until 1947, we find little,
but slow, educational progress in adapting the school te
the needs of the children in point of accomplishments after
leaving schools The school mostly was taught at first by
the minister, whose training was ii-itod.

Since its establishment, the scheool house has gone
through one stauge of remodelinge As the scholastics insrecas-~-
ed, it booame necessary to inoroase the number of teachers
as woll as add more rooms %o acoommodate the studentse The
present building, built in 1926, is a Rosenwald structure
of painted lumber, In contrast with the early 1500s un-
painted, one room, one teacher and approximately ferty students
school, it now has sight olassrooms and eight teachers in

the oity with three others in the consolidated distriots. s

5. Recorded Interview, T. Be Mott, Madisonville, Texas,
ugus .
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The prasseat enrollment is 268. 6 gohe teashers' training
takes in teachors with degrees ranging from Bachelors %o
Masterse. Only one teachor in the systom is without =
degree. This temohar, however, has better than three
yeoara of sollege traininge.

The school has always been anm asset to the sommunity.
From its earliest days until recently, the Medisonville
Negro School held no asoreditation with any sollege. Any
student, who wished to continue his education, had %o take
a oollage entrance examination or go to soms other high
sochool with State recognitione This, of courss, Was added
expense to the poor families who sacrificed to send thelr
children to schooles Incidontally, the first graduaftes, of
the school, who finished and continued their college train-
ing were the writer, Je Ce Gooden, M. V. Browa, and Phinlis
Ashleye This was in 1926, and sinoe then, up until the
sosreditation of the school in 19&f. a few others have oon-
tinued their e¢ducation.

The following tables will show, over & period of years,

how the school enrollment, mnd the teschers salary

inoreasede. 7

G

. P:bl:: icho::nnizzotor s Austin, Texasg, 1948,
L as : i he Sal

alary, Hadison County, 1920=-
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table I+ Soholustics of the Madisonville Negro Scheel and
the Salaries of Negro Prinocipals and Teachers of
Madisonville and Madison County
Yoars Borollment Principals Salary Teachers Sulary
Cisy City County City County
1920=1930 619 to 150 §60.00~ $75.00~ $40.00~ §40.,00=
$76.00 $685.,00 $40.00 $60.00
1930-1940 130 to 160 §76.00- $60,00~ $§40.00~- $40,00~
§$90,00 $114.50 §$465,00 $75.00
1940-1947 160 to 26C §90.00~ $95.,00~ $60,00~ §81.90~
$100.,00 §143.00 §76.,00 $134.00
There are no date, looal or otherwise, on the enrollment

and salary

that the enrollment was ever on the

of teashers from 1900 to 1920.

The

table shows

inorease in the Madison=

ville Colored schoel, whereas the salaries of the rural or

County temchers were ineroasinge.

peofore the equalization

of salaries in 1947 tho County schools received State Ald

and the City sohool operated on independent basis,

Most of the teachers during this time teook out

gertifioates and started teashing before receiving degrses,

but continued their college training during the summer.

The following table will show the tonohers Certification. .

8¢ Ledger of Teachers Certificstes, Madison County,

1010-1047.
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Table Ile Certification of Negro Teachers in the Madisonville
Hegro Sohool

Kind of Certifioate

Years M F 18%. How
CsBe 2 yro 8 yr« 4 yr. Porm. Obtained

1000-1910 2 1 2 1 College
1910-1920 2 ] 3 2 2 College
1920~19380 8 < 6 1 College
1950~1940 2 6 1 5 1 3 College
1940-1047 8 9 4 8 Collage

puring the depression days the sochool operated a larmers’'
gshop, Where farmers would oome and repair their farm imple=
nonts without much ocost, The Qut of Sohool Youths, under the
0SYA Program, were given Sraining in woodwork, peinting, and
general repalr, v ]

The sehool in Agrinultu‘o is stressing to the boys and
girls "The Live at lHome™ ides since they ars living in an
sgricultural area. Along with the agriculiural teacher of
the sghool the Ex*¢nglion scrvise of the A and ¥ College,
with the County Commissioners Court cooperating, much has
been done toward sduoantional advancement of farming in %this
Community and Madison County in general, The following
hgricultural Agents, who have been appointed and rendered
valuable servioce in Madison County, are: (Gus Jones, February
1, 1951, whose appointment was cancelleds; Bs T« Prince,

July 1, 1981; Williem Cullenm David, Maroh 21, 1934, transs

forred %o Prairie View ms District Agent; and, Jaok Carver

Toxas, July 7, 1949




Gooden, April 1, 1943, present igent. 10

Churshes

Of the thirty~thres major denominations in religion,
the Negroes of Madisonville are communiounts of four eof
them = the Baptist, Wethodist, Churoh of Christ, and the
Sanotifieds Thelr membership ranges from 11 te 227. The
Methodiet Churoh, being the oldeet Colored Chureh in town,
inorensed in membership from 45 in 1920 to 90 im 1947, 1%
has been rebuilt onoe since its comstrustiom in 18488,
That was in 1923 under the pastorate of Heverend J. C.

Stripling. '}

This white painted Churoh hase & high
steople on its bell towsr and u nioce rrant'vlot with o
spacious lawn and a parsonage for its minister and family,
In 1920 the membership paid ten, [ifteen and twenty=five
cents So meet its Church obligations. JNow they pay from
fifty oonts to one dollar and more %o meet its obligations,
The Shiloh Bmptist Churoh, the sesond oldest Colored
Church in Madisonville, had & membership of 206 in 1930
but in 1947 4t had decressed to 227. 18 Since Ai%te organisa-
tion in 1895 this Churoh has been rebullt twice. The last
being in 1937 under the pastorate of Reverend 8. E. Digys

of Bryan, Texas. 153 shie Church slse has spacious lawn,

10 Madisonville Moeteor, August 24, 1344,

11l. 'TTT?:‘EF:;?T'I:!E:i&:: Shuroh, Comner Stome, 1023,

12 Chursh Ledger, Shiloh Daptist ChUFOR, Wadisonville,
o  TITEEThT.

18. 1Ibid.
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a flat bell tower, paster's atudy, choir room, six Sunday
S$cheol 2lass rooms, &« baloony, and a main Auditorium. To
meet its obligations, the mombership paid the sSame amount
as the Methodist did,

The third shurch that was established in Madisonville
among Negroes was the Church of Christ, in 1938 under
Brother Jim Johnson of Midway, Texas, with seven members, +&

Its membership has inoreased to 11, 15

This Church, with
the support of the white Chursh of Christ in the City, is
still ocarrying om, 1Its building is smaller than any other
of the Hegro Churches of the City but At has a large
Churoh lawns The next Church to be established was the
Sanotifled Church in 1937 with 50 members, by Elder
Evans, 16 The membership held services for awhile in a
vaoant house on Ell Tyler's place, but later bought and
built about 300 yerds ecast from where it was first set upe
Its membership doorsased from 60 inm 1937 to 30 inm 1948.27
In 1940 a seoond Baptist Church was organized unoﬁ;
" Negroes of Madisonville. It ocame 53 years after the setting
up of the first Baptist Churohe 1Its founders wers mostly

members who had moved %o town from a small Community known

14, Churoh Ledger, Ohurch of Christ, Mudisonville, Texas,
= .

15, 1Ibid,
16, Chureh Ledger, Sanotified Chureh, lMadisonville, Toxas,

17. 1Ibid.
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as Sweet Home. 18

This Church is the only Negro Church in Madisonville
that can prasent a Charter giving the names of its founders.
A re=ocopy of the Charter follows:

"Madisonville, Texas, Qotober 23, 1944
Organization of the Sweet Zion
Baptist Churche y
The Sweot Zion Baptist Church
was organiszed in the year 1940 by
Revsrend W. F. Jackson on the spot
of ground of Mr. Ben Gooden, on the
South side of Madisonville, Texas,
in a store house owned by Ben
Goodsn."

L]

Hames of mombers that oconstituted the organisation

19

ares
Brother Abb MoGrew Sister Rella Manning
Sister Jennett MoGreow Brother Alvin Evans
Sister Cora Williams Sister Bddie Bvans
Sister M. L. Bridges Sister Stella Cooper
Sister Robarta Palmer Sister Luoy Curtis
S8ister Addma Gibbs Sister Cedella Curtis
Brother Travis Cooper Sister Viola Ray

Brother Allen Brown.

The Church membership has grown from 15 in 1940 to

20

123 in 1948, In 1941 a bduilding 24 feet by 36 feet was

built on property they had boughte This was under the

21

pastorate of Reverend liorice Jackson. In 1943, under

the pastorate ol Reverend J. Te. Harris, 14 feet wore added.

18, Church Ledger, Sweet Zion Baptist Church, Hadisonville,
Texas, IEI&-IQ%B.
19, Charter, Swest Zion Baptist Church, Madisonville,

Toxas, 1944.

20. Churoh Ledger, Sweot Zion Baptist Church, Madisonville,
Teoxas, [5!&-!943.
21, 1Ibid.
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As the membership inoremsed this building beoame teo smxll
and in 19485 it Ill‘tntl down und roebuilt with a deminsion
of 40 feat by 65 feet. 22 No Negro Church in Madisonville
has & full time pastor. The Baptist Churches have two
pretoral Sundays per month. It was in 1929 when Shiloh
Baptist Churoch beogan to use the first and third Sundays

as pastoral days in every monthe s Up until this time the
fourth Sunday was 1ts regular Church daye Since 1947 Sweet

Zion Baptist Church uses the second and fourth Sundays as

its Church dayse 2%

Wilson Chapel Methodist cﬁuroh usas the third Sunday
for its pastoral daye &8 Beoause of its small membership,
the Sanotified Church has no regular presching daye

Bvery Sunday morning these Churohes have Churosh Sehool

with most of the attendance young people and a very few

adults,

Drslnilltldll

Sinoce 1901 we find the Negroas of Madisonville played
but 1ittle part im politics. There is no record teo be

found nor any of the oldsr olitizens who oan give an acoount

22+ Corner Stone, Sweot Zion Baptist Church, Madisonville,
Toxus, 104%s

28. Churoh Ledger, Shiloh Baptist Church, Madisonville,
Toxes —TOT5-To47.

24+ Churoch Ledger, Sweot Zion Baptist Church, Madisonville,
TosaT—TUZ0=T045.

26 Church Ledger, Wilson Chapel Methodist Chureh,
WidTroaville, Texas, 1920-1948.
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of any politioal organizations. It soems from the organiza-
tions esteblished during these years that the people were
interested in two things = & home for their soul after this
life and a deoent burial for their dead., Churches and
benevolent organisations oclaimed their attention. The
following organizations wore sot up in Madisonville but for
a short duration:

The 0dd Fellows and the Household of Ruth were the first
to be organised. They were established in Madisonville in

1900, 29

There was a monthly fee of twenty-five cents for
homes dues and one dollar and fifty cents querterly dues
for headquarter fee. The benefioiary received $75.00 for
burial and §300.00 endowment. " This Organisation bought
property and built an 0dd Fellows Hall in 1915. This
sooiety went out in 1926 and after going down the property

was sold to Ben Gooden. 28

In 1917 the llasonic Temple of

Amorica was organized but ceased to funotion in 1923,

Money paid inteo it was on the same order as the 0dd Fellows.

The benefioclary received & monument for the deceased and

$150,00 in omshe 20 |
Following this order came :he Sir Knights and Daughters

of Tabor whose members paid on the same basis as the other

organisations. It was set up in 190186 and went out in 1926,

26, Reocorded Interview, with R. D. Davis, Madisonville,
Texas, July I, 1949.

27. 1bid.

28. YvId.

29. YoId.



The benefisiary received $300.00 and e §75.00 burial for
the decesnsed. The Home Protection oume in 1926, but went
out in 1929. It pald $60.00 to the baﬁsfioinrr;

The Masonic Order was sstablished in 1987, %9 !h..
women's division, the Heroines, soom followsd. This is the
only benevolent erganization still in existance that ever
was oestablished in MNedisonville among its Negroes. The
depreossion years were the sontributing osuse for the faile
ure of most of the organizations to exist,

In 1940 an orgesnizetion known as the Givie League was
organized in Madisonville and various other Communities in
the County. s1 1t beoame soncerned with the oivie affairs
of the community. This movement was led by Je. He Owens,

now editor of a Walker County pepers -

In 1941, under

the loamdership of ¥Mrs. Armye Jones, Jean Supervisor of
Medison County, these Civie Lengues mérged into ome and

is now known as the Madison County Coordinated Cabinet. 83
It has encouraged the Hegroes to pay poll tex, to bocome
eivio minded, snd better their health conditions. This
Organizetion played a part in getting rest rooms for Negroes
in Madisonville. The effort to looate theses rsst rooms in
the City Hall was a failure but they are loocated by the jail

houses Other works of this Organigation will be discussed

latore.

50, Masonio lLedger, Madisonville, Toxmas, 1337-1948.
51l Recorded !nﬁo?viet, De Ce Davison, Walker County,
oxns, July 7.

32 I1bid July 7, 1949,
88: Irly: Jonez, Eho Madison County Reoreation and [ealth

Center for Negroes, 1040, Page L.
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Chapter 1V
ECONOMIC STATUS

From 1897 to 1948 the population of Madisonvile ine-
orenssd to 3,595; ) with 970 or 27% of these being Negroes.
With her prineiple industries of dairying and beef camttle
raising in the FPost 0ak Belt of Zast Central Texas, lNadison=
ville has developsd Wegro businesses, Churohes, fraternal
organizations and medern dwoellinge,

In 1940, Madisonville had 84 white business establish-
ments and only six Negro businesses. < This, of course, is
due to the inorease of population, for in 1920 the total
population of all races in Madisonville was 1,079 and
1,294 for the year 1930. The Negro population in Madison~
ville in 1920 was 110 and 181 for 1930. > In 1940 the
total population for Madisonvills was 2,095 and of this

4

number Z4Z were Negroes. There is no separate figures

nor data in detail ;vnilabio for 1900 and 1910.s
A survey of Madisonville Hegro population in 1947,

by the writer and senior class of the Madisonville Colored

l. M¥Madisonville Chamber of Commerce, Industrial Burv-; of
City of Madisonville, Nadisonville, Toxas, Way I, o
sl'e - Je
2, Madisonville Meteor, August 24, 1044.
5. U, W. Powers, Ceorotury, Madisonville Chamber of Com=-
merce, July 18, .

4. Yioe, Age, Sex for Insorporanted Places of 1,000 te 2,500,
Table ZE, Census ol 1040, Page 240.

5. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
De Co, August 25, 1948,
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Sochool, shows that the Madisonville Negro population has in-
orsased oonsiderably since 1900. This inorease is due to
the depression years and World Wer II. Many Negroes left
the farm because it was hard to get their parity checks

from the landlords.

World War II is another contributing faoter for the
shift of many Negroes to move to Madisonville from rural
communities. Men who went into the Armed Services and those
that went to larger ocities for better jobs and higher wages
moved their families to town. By deoing so, they bought
homestead lots and built nice homes,

The table that follows will show the inorease and
deorense of property owners, as well as point out the
amount of land bought through the span of years by Negroes
of Madisonvillee. This inbla is based on the adult popula-
tion rather than the total population whioch counts children

and all,



Table IXle Adult Negro Property Owners of Madisonville,

Toeoxas

Year 1920 1930 1940 1948
Number of Negroes ° 110 181 242 970
Children ' 69 150 160 268
Adults 4l 5l 82 7028
Property Owners ¢ 10 12 25 261
Per cent of Property

Owned by Adults 24.45% 235,54 B0.58 ST.7%
Fon=Property Owners ' 3 26 57 451
Amount of Lagd Owned by 8-5/4 15 36 101}

Individuals Aoresa Aores Aores Aores

Labor

It has been brought out that farming and domestio
service were the chief sources of Negro labor in Madison~-

ville. Other arecas of labor for employment, as the town

6« G« Me Powers, Seoretary, lNadisonville Chamber of Com=
neroce, July 18, 1049,

7. Publiloc School Dtrooto;z, Austin, Texas, 1920~1948.

8. Burvey, Madlsonville Wegro Population, Aigh School,
Madisonville, Texas, TD%;

L]
9. School Tax Roll, Madisonville, Texas, 1930=1948,

;h&ih R e
Pralﬁ 'b‘jefjks Ll



grew and the population inocremsed over the years were:
store helpers, gardeners, yard work, woodhauling, truck
driving, garage work, public jobs, and other odd jobs,.
other more skillful jobs that Negro men took to without
spocial training were:; Carpentering, Masonry, Mechaniss,
Plumbing, Conorete Finishers, and Blacksmithing. 10

The following table will show the various typas of
ccoupations followed by Negroes of lMadiseanvills over the
yoars. The table is based on the adult population and
shows, in percentage, the type of work followed to the

total adult peopulation duriag the years:

10, Survey, Madisonville Negro Population, High School,
i Madisonvilile, Toxas, IUE?.
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Table IV. Ooocupations Followed by Wegroes of Madisonville,
Toxas
Yoars 1820 1930 1940 1948
Adult pepulation 41 51 82 702
Per sent in Work
’ﬂllm‘ 7.8 7.8 B.5 l‘.!
Domestie Domestic Domestie Domestio
Farming Farming Farming Masonary
C ommon 0 ommon Common Cafe
Labor Labor Labeor
- Store
Delivery Delivery
Kind of Work 11 Blaok=
Storeas smith
GCarages Carpeniry
Carpentry garage
Beautie
oian
Barber=~
shop
Farming

The survey revealed that ladisonville isn't without

aged people and disabled veterans of World War I and II,

but for their inoome they draw 0ld Age Ponsions and

11. Survey, Madisonville lclrn population, High School,

Madisonv 9, LOXAS,



Velerans' Benefitss. Whan the survey was made only eight
were drawing Old Age Benefite. This, of course, does not
apply %o the County, for the writer was unable to get the
County total from ﬁho FPenslon Office in Madisonville.

From 1900 up until World War I, as it has been
mentioned bafore, the type of labor done was mostly
domestio and farming., Domestio work was from $1.50 %o
$2.00 per week and farm labor was from fifty cents to
soventy=five cents per day. Lo Hany farmers hauled sottonm
and cotton seeds to Huntsville, 30 milaes away, in wagons
over unpaved roads to get $5.00 for a ton of sseds and
$25.00 to $40.00 for a bale of cottone. L Seven dollars
was a good price for a good cow,

The ocost of living was very low and as a result
living conditions were not a burdene

From 1914 to the depression year of 1929 the people
of Madisonville enjoyed a few prosperious years, espesial=-
ly the farmers who received fair prices for their com=-
moditiess ¥eo received from §125 to §200 for = bale of
cotton. 14

Wages for day labor were from one dellar to one

dollar and fifty cents snd as a result a few Negroos made

124 Recorded Interview, with Larar Bassett, Madisonville,

: exas, Augus » 1948.
15« Recorded Interview, with Jimmy VWashington, Midway,
exas, July B, : I

14, Recorded Interview with Perry Ashley, Madisonville,
Yoxas, Doptember 12, 1948,
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good of it by buying property and building homes. A%

It has been proviously stated that many farmers left
the farm because it was very hard for them to get their
rental sheoks. This was the result of the depression
from 1929 to World War 1I. Many Negroes wore without
werk and as a result they were put om the relief, the
PWA, and a small number of young peeople im ths COC Camps,

Table IXII shows that World War II produced more
Negro property owners in Madisonville than £t any other
pericds This is due to the faust that many had no homes
in moving to town and rather than %o be transient or be
nade to move mt the suggestion of somsone else, they
bought property and bullt homes for a small "down pay-
nent", and a small monthly payment.

During World War II and the Post War peried, the
Negroes, along with the other people of Madisonville,
onjoyed the most prosperous time of their historye The
Negroes were well occmpensated for their labor and service.
Their average income, eoxoluding the 0ld Ago Pensioners,
was from §1,300 common labor to §2,500 on more skillful
jobs ms Carpentering, Plumbing, and Comorete Finishers, 16

As a result of high wages and money sent home from men in

15, Sohool Tax Roll, Madison County, 1930-1948,

16, Turvey of Madlisonville Colored population, High Sohool,
HtIIsanIIIo, Texas, 1047,
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the Armed Services, home ovnorlh1§ inoreased and homes
wore remcdeled and beautified.

The Negros of Madlisonville contributed their share
in the aupper§ of the Ware They bought war Bonds, gave
te the Red Cross, tho March of Dimes and to the USQs 17
These contributions were donations given through the
churches, school, organiszations, businesses, and by in-
dividuals, 18

Ae a result of this sconomic boom, Negrose in Madison=
ville paid more poll taxes. In comparing the number who
paid poll tax in the early yeurs of 1900 with those of the
late thirties wnd forties, we find that enly five paid
poll tax from 1900 to 1917; none from 1917 to 1928;
eloven from 1928 to 19837; end twenty=-six from 1938 to
1948, - Thie is a small number in propertion te tha Negre

population but it does show a trend toward politics.

Businessa Darolopntnt

It was previously stated that in 1940 there were
enly six Nogro businesses in Medisonvilles These business=
es, nlong with others, are still in O:lltﬂnﬂ.-. In 1925
Bddie Josey went into garage business end in 1954 he added

& grodery store. 20 In 1926 Ben Gooden established a grosey

17. Reocorded Interview with Cashier, Farmers State Bank,
Vadisonville, Texas, July 20, 1949.

18. MNadisonville Hegro School, Soheol Roaord, 1942~1945,

19, Poll Tax Roll, Hadison Vouniy,

20, Fecorded iInterview with Rddie Josey, ndi-onuno.
Texas, July 16, 1949,
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store and in 1928 his wife, Lucy Gooden, established the
first Negro Besuty Shope 2l 1n 1939, James Wiley went
into the blacksmith business for himself and his trade
has besn so great that he had to train a helper to
help meet his ocustomers' demands °2 In comneotion with
his bPlacksmith work he established m grocery store in
1942, &3
In 1932 the rtrst'rnnoral home Lor Negroes in ladison=
ville was established by Gus Jonese " In 1939 Josephine
Josey ostablished the Stresm Line Besuty Shope o
The financial bo;n ol ¥World %War II was u boost to
women &xi the field of beauty oulture for in 1944 Johnson's
Bemuty Shop was estalblishedj and in 1046, Beatrice Besuty
Box and Weshington's Benuty Shop were established. s
Also, in 1946, Webber's Idoal Benevolent Burial Associa=-
ticn was organized. £7
Small®s Cafe was opened in 1945 and Byrd's Barber=

28

shop was opened im 1947, These businesses give part

21. Recorded Intsrview with Ben Goodan, Madisonville, Texas,

July 10, 1040,
22 nauord.d Interview, with J. L. Wiley, ludilonvillo,

axas., 49.
25. Store Llaonla !o. 60675, Austin, Texas, 1942,
24. Surve sonv e legro Population, High Sohool,
25 -
26 Y5Iid.
27 Ybid.

28, Tertification of State Board of Barbers, Austin, Toxas,




time esploymont teo NYegroes of Madlsonville as & result of

good patronage.

Health

The service one onn give to his sommunity, his country
or to his family depends upon how leng he lives. this,
however, is determined by the health of the individusl. It
wns a long time before the olitizens of Nudisonville and
Madison County became aware of the health conditions of the
Negreo population, It was in 1941 when they became health
conssious. Boefore this time the osuse of demth among the
adults, and more especianlly the young, went unnoticed.
They were being siok too muoch and dying too ra-s."

The table below will show the diseases that are the
highest in number in omusing desth among the Negro people

of Madisonville and Meadison County,

Sanders and Yearwood, Coordinating the Efforts of
School, Home, and Churo

29,




Tuble V. 0 Diseases that are Highest in Mumber in Causing
Deaths Among Negroes of Madisonville and
HMadison County -
1910~1929 1950~1940 1941-1948
cisy County City County Cisy County
Pnesuno= Paneumo~ Pneumo= Pneumo= ‘Pneumo= Pnsumo=
nia nia nia nie nia nia
Influ= Appendi= Stilld Still still 5till
ensa oitus Born Born Bern Bora
Appendi- High Hesart Cancer Canger Cancer
eitus Blood
Halaria lomore Heart Heart
fubercu= Halaria reage
losis Apoplexy Apoplexy Hemore
Tuberou= Apoplexy reage
Aoute losis Tuberou= Tuberou~
Nephri~- losis Tuberou= losis Premature
tis losis Birth
Premature
Birth High
Bloeod
Influ=
enza

The leading diseases in the Table sbove are pneumo~

nia, tuberoulesis, still born, ocander, heart, and apoplexy,

There wer: other disseases but their ococurances were notv as

numerous a8 the ones in the group in Table Ve

The health problem of yadisonville became the health

problem of Madison Countys

This was realized more so dur=

ing world War II when the two white doctors had their

Death Record, Madison Couniy, 1910-1948,
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hands full despite their interest in the health of the
Negroes. Recogniszing this as a problem the Negro leadere
ship of the County in general oconsidered some solution to
it. The problem was solved by developing Community
Cabinets. lMadiseonville Community Cabinet was organized
with churoh, school, home and other agoencisse HRepresente-
atives from the scommunitiss met February 17, 1941 at the
¥adisonville Colored School and organized the Madison
County Coordinated Cabinete. e The County Cabinet dis=-
covered that the health needs of its colored people werse
among its most pressing problems. It adapted as its motto
the pledge of Prairie View A sand M College, "To render
service at the point of greatest need". 52

The first step the group took towards meeting the
health nesds was purchasing land and providing e house
for the sick to receive treatment. In 1942 a purchasing
committee bought four lots, size 62 x 200.as These
lots are located on the west side of Madisonville adjoin=
ing the school campus. In 1943 the building was erected.

In 1945, Dr. Connie Yerwood, State Health Depart=-
mont of Toxas, made it possible to have a Well Cchild -

24

Confercnce mand a Pre-natal Clinie,. The services of a

.
-

5le Armye Jones, The Madison County Recreation and Health
Conter for Negroes, dadisonvy 6, Toxas, . age l.

52. Ibid, Page 4.

33. Tbid. Puge 6a

T 9 I'm. Page 8e
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physioisn and supplies for the Clinic were at the expense
of the State Health Departments The Clinic staff inoludss
the services of a Doctor, Nurse end voluntary workers.

The first treaiments were given September 28, 1945 through
the sarvices of Dr. S« J« Sealey, Mrs. Willie Mae Jones,
Hurse, and Mrs. S. J. Sealey, voluntery workerss *» in
1946 the building was made larger %o scocommodate the large
ausber of patisats whe visi$ the Glinis weekly.

Through the servises of the Clinie, hundreds of pre=
sshool and school childrenm have bsen v;oninttod, scores of
pre-natal cases have received treatment and other people
come for treatment. The Clinioc is instrumental in educate
ing pre-natal mothers and mid-wives in attending mothers.

As a result.of this Clinio the health condition of
the Negroes of Yadison County and Madisonville has been

greatly improveds

orime

From 1915 to 1948 there were five me jor orimes com=

mitted by 22 Negroes of Hadisonville and Madison Countiye
These orimes were, murder, burglary, forgery, aiding &

prisoner %o escape from the county jail and concealing

State properiye.

35. Ibid., Page 9.
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The Table that follows will show the distribution and
number of orimes committed by Negroes of Madisonville and
¥adison County, the conviction, punishment, and the

dismissal of the party involved., This includes both men

and womens



Tabla VI.

The Distribution eof Crimes Committed by l-;ro-- of Madisonville and Nadison
County and the Qutoome

Crine 1913-1929 1930=1940 1940-1945 Conviotion Punishment Dismissal
City County City County City County
M P X FP M F X P M F X P
$ %o 10 Susponded=7
Murder 2 < 2 2 1 yoars in 1
State Sent to
Peniten= State Peni-
tiary ~tentiary~3
2 o 6 Suspended=~3
years in
Burglary 3 1 State paid §500
Poniten~
tiary and fine~1l
$500.00
2 %o & Suspended=2
years in
Forgery 2 - SBtate Paid §500~-1 1
Peniten=-

tiary and Sent to State
§500 fine Penitentiary=1

LS



TABLE VI Continued "

Crime 1915-1928 1930-1940 1940~19456 Conviotion Punishment Dismissal

City County City OCounty City OCounty

¥ F XN F X T N Fr P 2 F

Consealing 2 to 5 Suspendad=l
State years in
Property 1 State
Poniten=-
tiary
Alding 2 to § Suspended~l
Prisoner yoars in
to escape 1 State
County Peniten~
Juil tiary

56, OCriminal Redords, Madison County, 1913-1848.

8%



The Table seems to point out that during more prosper-
ous years, murder 4s the ohief orime end during depression
years, burglary and forgery ure the highest in number,

This may be due teo the faot that poverty and unemployment
help breed orime.

In contrast to murder in oriminal cases, gaming
dominates the petty cases among Yegroes in Madisonville
who oommit such orimes We have no data preovious to 1937
on petty orimes as related to Negroes of Madisonville but
the Criminal Dockets of 1937 sand 1938 show gaming and drunken=~
ness are the most numerous petty orimes.

The Table following will show the type of orimes,
number committed, and the total fee for each, for the

yoars 1957 and 1988, 37

87, OCriminal Dooket, Madison Couniy, pPrecent 1, 1937-1938,.
M
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Table VIXe s Type and Number of Petty Crimes Committed by
Hegroes of Madisonville and the Totel Fee for
Baoch

Type of Crime Number Committed Total Cost of Zach

Ganing 14 §16.20

Drunkenness 10 18,00

Disturbance 9 14.00

Affray 4 15.00

Spesding 2 14.00

Cheok Swindling 2 19.50

This Table points out that the fee for petty orimes
wag paid and the Table on the major orimes shows that
more tham three~fourths of the oriminals were suspended.
The suspended sentences are given, in the opinion of the
jury, becsuse of the previous record of the defendant,
Their statement follows:

“Wwe the jury, find the defendant guiliy =s

sharged and assess his ponalty at five
yours in the State Fenitentiary and in as
much as he has never been convioted of a
folony im this State or any other state, and

we recommend %that the ;;ntcnoc be suspended
during good behaviors

The economis status of an individual plays an im=

portent part in hie health and his sooial behavieor. Poor

88, Oriminal Dosket, Madison County, 1937-1038.
89, OFiminal Neoord, Madison County, 1913-1348.
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land sometimes causes poor health and low income. These two
fsotore have aontributed their share in causing many deaths
among Negroes of Madisonville and Madison County as shown
in Table V. This ocan be summed up in Mr. Baker's state=
moent, who says that,

"In areas where land is very poor, crops that
grow in sush areas are likely to be in-
sufficient. People try to live on the in-
come from these smanll crops and peverty
results. In such instances poverty, poor
housing, poor h°a15h’ and orime results from

such environments

40, Aes O. Baker, Dynamic Blology Toduy, Rend MoNally and
Company, Chiecago, nois, e PP 475-476,
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Chapter V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The Negroes of Madisonville have made slow but steady
progress since the beginning of the 20%th Century. Madison-
ville was made County Seat of Madison County in 1854 and
during those early years only a fow Negroes iar. among ite
inhabitants. Madiseon County is looated in the Post Oak
Belt of Rast Central Toxas and was namod for President
James Madison,

In 1897, there were only 500 people, including whites
and Negroes, living in Medisonvilles Mary Johnson was
probably the firet Negro to.settle in Madison County.

Bhe came to this seotion in 1845 with the Goree and
Kittrell families and settled on the Trinity River.
Abraham and Luoy Lewis were the first Negroes to settle in
Medisonville. The deed records show that Abreham Lewis
bought many aores of land in 1872, 1878, and in 1890. e
was & blacksmith by trade. 3

From these two Negroes of Madisonville in 1872 the
number in population has inoreased to 927 in 1948.

Farning and domestie labor were the chiel sources
Prom their meager wages Negroes bought property,

of inoomes
built homes, established ohurches and went into business.

1« Deeds of Records, Madison County, Volume I, 1872
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in 1?;1 there was only one NWegro business in Madisonville.
That was Josey's Garage. By 1940 thet number inoreased %o
six. As a result of World wWar II and the Post War gdried
lﬂf.:halinlllﬂi have been oltq&lishod. homes built ané re-
modeled and also modernized. This was due to high wages
as ; fo;ult of the Var.

During the two Wars and the Post War periods, Negroes
of Medisonville became interested in business and during
the depression they were Interested in home ownership.
This may be due to the fact that during the depression
yours he was no longer wanted on the farm because the land-
owners preoferred the parity checks rather than his share
of the cropss In such ocase the Negross leoft the farms and
moved to town, In moving to town he bought property and
built homes.

When these people moved to town they brought with
them their faith and as o result the Santified Church
and the Church of Christ were established. The other
shurches insreased in membership and finance.

The Madisonville Colored School, along with the
oxtension Services im Agriculture, have contributed large=
ly to the community om cultural lines. Being an inde~
pendent school district, the Hadlsonv&ilo golored School
lagged behind some of the County schools, tinsnoialiy,

until 1947 when it began to operate on egqualization basis.
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Many Negroes of Madisonville are employed in other
fields of labor outside the Agriocultural and domestis
line. Some are blacksmiths, garagse mechaniocs, carpenters,
concrete finishers, 8tore keepers, beanuticians, cafe
operators and many otherss These busincsses give part
time omployment to Colored helperse.

In contrast to fifty cents and §1.50 per woek for
domestis work and fifty cents to §l.00 per day for comaon
labor, the Negroes of Madisonville now enjoy from §360 old
Ago Assistance to §2,500 in oconorete finishing as an an-
nual income.

For a long time the NHegroes of nndiloivillo and
Mudison County paid little attention to the health oondi-
tions of thotg peoples They were "being llei too much and
dying too fast™, Thoere was a great number of causes for
deaths The chief among them all were heart disecase,
tubercolosis, still born, cancer, pnoumonia, and apoplexy.
There were more oanuses of death and more deaths during the
deprossion than during any other periods This may be due
to the fact that financial circumstances prevented the
people from caring, &s they liked, for their health needs.

To solve the health problem of Madisonville and
Madison County Colored populstion, the leaders of all
sommunitieos met at the Madisonville Colored School en
February i?, 1941 and organized the Madison County Co-

ordinated Cabinet. In 1942 this organization erected a
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building on four lots they had bought and made preparation
for hoalth sxaminations, inspections of pupils, and dental
works Thie work went om until 19406 when Dr. Connie
Yorwood, from the Health Department of Austin, made it
possible to have & Well Child Conference snd & Pree

natal Clinice The State Health Department furnished the
sorvices of a physioclan and supplies for the Clinies The
firet olinioal troatmonts were given JSeptemder 28, 19048
and #ince that date, hundreds of pre=school and school
children have been vacoinated, and soecres of preenatal
cases have been received and treateds As & result of this
Clinio, 1life has besn prolonged for many people and the
death rate along with sickness huve been lassened.

Crime among the Negro people of Madisonville and
Madison County seoms to follow the same pattern of henlth,.
puring the progsperous years murder is the major orime
committed and during the depression years burglary uad
forgery take tie lead. More than three~fourths of She
oriminals oconvioted received from two to five years
inupondod sentences.

Gaming and drinking lead in petty orime. This Sype
of orime seems to be deoreomsinge This ie due %o chursh
sotivity and moral trainings

The Negroes have advanced in home ownership, roligion,

sdusation, business, and oivie pride in the town of Nadlisone



ville, under difficultys. It is the writer's conolusion

that if the Hegroes of
ments with least means
continue to do so. Ais
populstion, so did the

advance along with the

Hudisonville have made achiove=
against great odds, they will

the town grew and inoreased in
Negroess. They will continue to

town in proportion to the op=-

portunitises presented them.
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