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Chapter I 

lffTRODUCTIOlt 

. 
The problem of oollootin& data for thi• study hae been 

a difficult ono. - In this aml\ll Texas town. as is tho 011.1e 

ot pra.otioally all am11.ll -towns . the nacro lea:ves little 

reoorda ot thomsolvos to s~rvo a.a a guiding light to thoso 

to follow o.nd would like to know somethint about thoir history. 

Tho souroea of intor~ation have boon the various por• 

•onal interviews with pooplo who nave livod in Madisonville 

and witnesaod its steady growth . The looal newapaper . 

reoorda and information from tho Madisonville Ch~mbor of 

\ 
Commeroe . Oftioe ot tho Deeds of Rooord•• and other local 

agencies and rooorda gave valuablo information that could 

be uaed in this study. The senior ola•• ot the Uadieonville 

Colorod High Sohool made a aurvoy of the Negro population in 

1947 ~nd their finding• are their oontribution to this atudy. 

the writer ot thia study is a native of ttad iaonville 

tl1ld has seon the at&ady procreGa of the Ile&roo a of Madison­

ville• Toxe.s. The population oonsista of lfoGrooa and mite a 

and tho interraoial toolinz bot.eon tho tuo raooa is or auoh 

that they oan li~e together in poaoe and oom.f'ort . 
\ 

Tho point ot progress, i rowth 1 and aohievom6nt ot &n 

individual. &,roup or a raoo may bo crowned with justioe 1 

honor and pra1•• • but tpat &roup or oommunity is groateat 

that aoh iovea moat with le&at mean• against greatost odds. 
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Against finanoial ditfioulty and domestic labor. payint 

a meager wab• ~ and agrioulturo •nd common day lab or. bein~ 

the only souroe ot income. tho Ne&roea or Uadisonville have 

attained • in graat p roportion . the diatinot ion ot good 

oitisen• • h ome owners . proportr holders and oiv1o mindedne•• • 

purpose ot Study 

The objectives of this atudy are . t1rst , to contribute 

valid tindint~ to tho "County Dooms• stu4y as being oarried 

out at Prairio Viow ~gr ioultural and Uoohanioa l College; and. 

sooond . to obt&in valid ovidenoe ot the aooocpl1ahments ot 

the Hogroos of Uadiaonvillo. Texa• • sinoo 1900. Thoir slow 

but atGe.dy gr owth in th~ area of business and otbo r branohe-• 

of dove lopment i• a ma.rk ot progresaiv~noss affordGd them 

by opportunities in tho 20th Contur y . 

It ie tho h o pe of the writer that other•• in the fie ld 

ot Hi•tory . wil l oarry on this atud1 troa whore he haa l~tt 

ott. 

S oope 

The aoope of this atudy 1• from 1900 to 1048 and appl1ea 

to tbo Negroes ot ~ad iaonvillo . !exa• • brietly trao ing their 

doire lopmc,nt. 

!!ethod Usod 

Tho vr1tor used tho hiatorioal motbod in soouring his 

data . E laboration roquired topioal-ohrono lo~y for offeotivo-

no•• • 



Do£1n1t1on ot Torm• 

the wr1tor tools 1t nsceaaary to define tbo tollow1ng 

torme ae tboy relate to this study, 

l e Institutional D&volopmont may be dot1uod &W 
tho 6rowth and improvom~nt of those long• 
•tanding oriani~•tions or mon . 

2 . aco~om1o Status ia detinod ae tho moan• 
and m~thode of livinc woll and wiaoly. 

S . Labor J:1.A1 bo do£1nod as phyeioal or 
mental work4 

4 . DuainGa ■ Davelopment 1■ the unfolding and 
growth ot aoaaeroial enterpriaea . 

5 . Health a.t.y bo defined a, tho phy1ioal and 
montal oondition of an individual or & 

group ot people . 

6 . Criao may be detined aa an otfenee &gainst 
the publio ••l~~r•• 

Hypothe•1• 

Tho Bogroo• o~ Kadiaonv1llo havo aohieved muoh with 

laaat mean■ againat great odd1 and their development and 

growth have kept paoo with the advanoement or tbe town. 

A& tno town grow• and dovolops •o will the Ue&roe, 1n 

proportion to the opportunities prossntod thom. 



Chapter l"I 

IIADlSO?JVILL'S - - - BEOllHH?fG TO 1900 

Riotor1o&l Baokground 

ll•dieonvillo is looated in Uadison County . "Uadiaon 

County was ore&ted tron Grimes. alker and Leon Countioe 

in 1855 and orcanized in 1854. Tho tatbor ot Madison 

County ia P . n. Kittrell . It•~• named for Proaident J&ma1 

Kadieon . Uadi1on County 1• in the Poat Oak Belt ot saat 

Central Texaa .• l 

Tbe history ot Mad11on County oan be traood from 

Indian days . Harrowing experienoe1 have been related by 

old pioneers . taore 1• no det1n1te date ot a r rival or the 

vory first permanent white or Ro&ro settlor• in Vad1eon 

County . but over tour O$nturie• before their arrival . an¥ 

attompte in ooloniaing the aootion had been truatratod by 

hoatilo -.nd unoiviliaod aan. 2 

In 1854. whon Uadiaon County ~a• orcani&od . Madison-
... 

villo was made County seat a.nd became the prinoiple tr~u-

inc andshippint point or tho County. Soon thoroattor the 

first oourt houae was ereotod and storoa. and ohurohoa 

oo=priaod the bu•inose seot1on . ~ In 1863 only two atoros 

were in ~ad1sonv1llo and they woro looatod nsar a running 

4 

1 . Toxae Almanao and State Industrial Guide . Dalla• Uorn1ng 
le•• • Dal l a• • 1915-1946 . P•&• 118 

2 . The Uadiaonvi lle Veteor. Augu1t 24 . 19,, 
5 . I btd . 



spring whero wator would be oonven1ent . c~ttlo r a 1e1ng ••• 

tho ohiot souroe ot 1nooao . In the re~1on men would brand 

thoir oattlo together and aoll tho• together . • rroa tbo•e . . 
two atoro•• alon3 with the oourt hou•• • Had1aonville ha• 

atoadily i rown. 

6 

~ho first oourt house waa built 0£ loG• in 1854 and was 

deatroyed by fire a tou j&ara later . ?he aeoond was built 

of the samo mat&rial and do&t royed by tire in 1867. tho third 

waa built ot lumber and burned JanuLry 2. 1873. loaint all 

reoorda. The tourth oourt hou1e was built ot briok in 1079. 

but aa time passed on it be~••~ un1&te and wa, demoli•hod . 

Thia building waa replaood by another more moderniatio briok 

atruoture in 189•• In thi• year lhe Uad1sonv1lle Meteor. 

the. oity paper. began 1ta publ1oat1on . 

the population ot Madisonville 1n 1897 wa■ 500 . 1no~ud• 

ing Colorod and •hit•• • 

Tho ffogro 

The ~1rat Negro that probably oame to Uad iaon County 

was ~ary Johnson. who oamo to this aeotion and aettled on 

the Trinity Rive r in 1845 with the Dr. L. J . Goroe and 

l ittroll ramilieo . 5 

Abr•ham Lowis and Luoy Lewi• woro tho tirat Nocrooa to 

settle in Madisonvi lle. Abo. &a ho waa oallod . was from 

Virginia and Luoy Lovie was troa Loui11ana. In tho word• of 

4. Rooorded Interview. with John Ma lone. Uadiaonvillo, Texas, 
lucuat 20, 1948. 

5. The Mad ison~ille Meteo r, Auguat 24. 194,. 



thoir daughter i 

"Abrahaa Lewie and Luoy Le wie wore tho ti r et 
oolorod people to oomo to Uadiaonvil le. 
Luoy Lewis••• rreod undor Bo•• Crawford, 
ono- rourth nilo from town . Abe Low1• oaae 
in poa101aion or more than two hundred aoree 
ot land. no bought th11 land beoauae 1~ 
••• oheap . no waa tho only b l ~okem1th in 
this sootion . Re got tivo do~ l ar• por 
horso for •hooing horaos . Tho land whoro 
tho oounty jai l ia looatod onoo bolonGod 
to Abo Lowi e . • 6 

From the num.bor ot doeda in tho poasoaaion o~ Nina 

Lewis * daughter of Abe and Luoy Lowis , ~be was a good 

li~er and manaied well . The Lewie £~mily maintained a 

good standard ot living. In 1872 Abe Lewis bought 

tittoen and six-tenth aore• ot land. 7 

The following re-oopy of thia dead wil l ehow, in 

part, how 1t reada, 

"Tho State ot Texa• know all aen by Mad ison 
Countr these preaont that 1. L. D. ~ollina 
ot the County or Mad ison State ot Texa• in 
oona1derntlon or the aua or r1rt1 do lla r• 
go l d tone in hand paid b1 Abraham Le•1• 

· ot the County and State atoro ,aid haYe 
&rantod , bar&~inod , ao l d and releaeod, and 
by thoao prosont do Grant, barGan , eoll and 
roloaao unto tho said Abraham Lowia the 
rollowing tract of land ot tittoon and aix 
ton th aoroa . • a 

Anotho~ d~od ahowa that in 1878, Abo Lo,i• bou6ht 

9 aovonty- five aoros ot land for 225. 0O. A third show• 

that i~ Hovember 1890 he b ought two traota or paroela ot 

6 . Reo orded Intorv1ow , Nina Lewis , Uad ieonville, Toxaa, 
June so .. 1949. 

7. Deeds ot Reoord , Uadiaon County ,. Vo luae n .. 1872. pp . 
e. ihtd. 
9 . 1Je"iaa ot Rooord , lladiaon county. 1878, Volume G,. pp . 

6 

586- 8 7. 

614- 516 
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l and for ~40 . 00 . 

Tho Ro cro populat ion of Ua d1sonv1llo from 1886 to 

16~7 was ot such a sl'!lAll nwnbor that they oould bo 

ea11ly namad and counted and their looat1on waa eaay to 

indioate . Thi• loaation soomod to hevo beon the pattorn 

tor othor ne grooa to rollo•; tor 1n the woatorn aoot1on 

ot town they bave eettled . Do•n on tho •oat sido ot the 

Court Roueo Square••• a little o l d houeo ooo~piod by 

Charlie Johneon and bi• ~ite and tarthor down . two other 

hou••• wore oooupied b7 Bogroe• • A Colored Uethodiet 

Cburoh ••• below tho•• ~ouaoe and a houae ocoupiod by Id 

Burrell waa below the Uethodiat Churoh . On tho aoutb 

side or the Court Houaa S quare lived Ab• and Luay La•1• 

whoso tamily atill own their prope rty . 11 

Wovon into tho £abr1o or the history of the 

development or the nobro in Uadisonvillo. •• oxpre1sod 

by one ot tho earlior llogro settlors. 11 found in ev1denoe 

in 1886 when Goner~l Sam Uouston waa a ~uost at the Groon 

Hotel and Ur. Burt1• • a drucii ■ t . wae aol9otod by the 

oiti1ens to designate a valot for him durin& his atay. 

R• oho•o Soott rant . a Colorod aan . •• valot . 12 

Al to the amount ot 1noome ot Vogroe• up to 1900. 

10. Ibid •• Vo l uae M. pp. 39l-392. 
11. !li"sUadi1onvillo Ueteor , Augu■ t 24• 194~. 
12. Tho Madi1onv!II0 Ueteor , August 24 . 1944. 

7 



dailj 1noome ,.was, from thirty• tivo to fifty oonta wttges . 

In the statoment or Chanel Loud, who aaysa 

"Ua.ny days I uorkod tor thirty a.nd i'if'ty 
oonts por day . I Wtuhed cany "aahin&s 
for tho atu10 pr1oo . • 15 

Th• .brioks. of wb.ioh tho present court house 1• con• 

atruotod. were mado by Pap Bude••• as Chiet Uolder . along 

with other Degro and white labor . 

"Buildint ot the oourt houae in 169~ brought 
titty oonte to aixty oenta por day to white 
and oolored briokmakora and in putting 
down tho I and GB Railroad the prioea wore 
troa titty oente to eeventy- five oente per 
day. An oxtra ordinary band waa &ivon one 
dollar per day . • 14 

Tho old bri~kyard where the brioka woro made atill 

ahow• sign• ot a brickyard and tho land 1• now owned by 

Porry Asbloy . one ot the pionoor Colored oitisena . 

In politics. before 1900• Begroe• ot Madisonville and 

in Uadiaon County in goner a l took part in the olootinc ot 

looal . atato and national cf't1oers . Thia was ~rom the 

latter part or 1800 to tho tina of the Torrell oleotion 

law ot Texas in 190~. Tho Torrell oleotion law provided 

tor only one primary . 16 

•in 1901 there waa no primary and neither any 
ono payin& poll tax . U~•t all Colored that 
wore old enough voted. tho Colored in 
Uadiaonv1llo voted tor me and the Colored in 
'idway voted tor Ur . Bay•• • I won. ~hen 

lS . Th& ~ad isonville Heteor, Auguet 24• 194,. 

8 

14. Recorded Interview. with J . p . Hcuee. Kad iaonville , Tex•• • 
lu6uet 22 • 1918. 

15. a. v. Steen, History of Tex•• • the Stook Company. Austin. 
Toxaa . page S?B. 



the primary oamo 1n that Yas tho la,t time 
Colored Yoted." 16 

The first ohuroh to be built in Kadi1onvillo waa an 

Atrioan Kethod11t Churoh . This Churoh wa, abort lived and 

the next to tollow waa the Colored Uethod1et Sp1aoopa l 

Churob. Thi• Chu roh 1• 1t1ll in •~1•tenoo . Long betor• 

this Churoh waa built it ■ aembor• aot undor an Arbor with• 

out an~ono a■ pastor . The 1:1eabore who would take tho 

pl•oo of aini ■ tora were oalled oxhaltora . !he Colored 

Uetbodiat Ep1aoopal Church buildinB has gone through 

sovoral romouldinca, but ita first oonatruotion was ot 

lo g foundation haulod by John D. House . It had tw~lve 

toot walls . After tho ond of its oonatruotion in 1088. 

its first pastor wa, a noverond Parkor . 

Betoro any Baptist Cburoh was built in Hadiaonville• 

people or tho Bapt ist faith walked more than two miloa 

woat of town to worship . About 1895 th1• &roup ot poopla 

or1an1ied the t1rat B&pt1at Churoh and held aorv1oe• 1n 

the Colored Soboo l with Reverend ffea l Ko0loud •• paator . 

Following Roverond MoC loud•• paetorato . aevorend Loo 

Xingabor~ paatorod until 1902• when tho t1r•t Bapti•t 

Church houao ••• built and Reverend D••• Byrd beoaae 

pactor . It eventually oame to be known•• the Shiloh 

Baptist Church . 

lG . Raoord3d Interview. o. ff. Bvans , Uadisonvillo. Tex•• • 
Juno 11, 1919. 
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Tho first aohool . tor Uegroo• • in M&diaon County wa1 

ostabliahod in a s1all oolllDlunity eight miles eat ot town 

known a.a IIi&;h Prairie. Tb.le w-.a in 1868. The firat schoo l, 

ror nogroes , in Yadisonvil lo w&a 1n 1880, taught by Spencer 

Davia 1n a box house on tho nortnoaat part or town. In 

1885 tho aohoo l waa oatabliohod on tho west eido ot town 

whore noat ot tho lfo~ro poop lo h•d sott l od. Tho l and tor 

this sohool waa givon b1 Yoal aoc loud. one of tho tirat 

atudenta of the tirat Yebro school in Yadisonv1llo •till 

livea and make• the to llow1ng etatenenta 

"Attor oloaring away the timber . father and 
I hauled tho lumber tor tne oonatruot ion 
ot tbe sonool b.ou•• • I entered 1ohool 1~ 
the ti"rat grade and the 10h00 l tera ran 
froa throo to five month •• • lT 

Atter the one room building wa1 oonatruoted. Nea l 

UoCloud became teacher. teacher• • durint thi1 time . wero 

also proaohor, . ~oal UoC loud attended Boarne Aoademy in 

noarne . Texaa . 18 Th1• was exoopt1onal-tor moat teacher• 

durinc this time took Co~nty oxamin&t1on tor Certitioatoa . 

lo find that tho lladiaonvi llo We~rooa . up until 1900• 

voro intoroatod in throo aajor aroaa - politics . rolicion 

and oduo~tion. Tboy built ohurohe• and tboy wero interoatod 

in the limited aohool1ng that was afforded them at the time . 

!hey were voter• al•o , but for tnoir inter••t in fraternal 
• 

organ i&ation• and buainosa development they were lato. 

17. Reoorded Interview. with T . B. Uott. Uad iaonville . Toxaa . 
August 14 . 1 947. 

1 8 . Ibid. -
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Chapter 111 

IUSTITU'tlORAL DEVI;LOPJ.S?J't 

From tho two atoro town or the 1 800 • • Uadiaonvi lle o~ 

the 1940a oan epo&k ot two bank• - Firat Uatlonal . or~ani &-

90. that oome• from Wava■ ota and torainat•• at ••diaonvillo J 

a Court Bouse . whioh 11 aolidly flanked on all tour aid•• 

with briok bu1ldin~•J ten dry ,ood ator•• • on• gin. tour 

white ohuroh••• tivo Bo ero ohurohe•. aodarn grooery atoroaa 

oroamory plant oapablo or produoin& ,.ooo pound• of butter 

& day; ohiokon hatcheries; nowapapor and print i nc plant; 

colt oourae J and . aohoola . 1 Madisonville haa grown from 

• ~em1ngly virtin territory into one ot the l c~d ing 

a~r ioultural oentor• in tho Stato . 2 

nomea 

Jutt •• the popu l ation inoroaaod . ••&o• baoame bettor , 

and a b ove all • tbruat upon h1• o•n without bom•• • the 

Ne &roo• ol th11 little oity inore•••d in home o-.uerahip. 

They eottled in the weetern part ot the town . Tb1• aeotion 

is tairly drained ·and 1• wi~hout paved •troot• • but they aro 

l . Uadiaonv illo Chambe r of CoJDJaoroo. Uadieon Countf • 
Uadiaonvillo , Tex••• 1945. Paco 4 

2 . Uad ieonvillo Uotoor . Aucuat 20. 19•4• 



12 

pkssable praotioally at nll timos . Tho hom~s ~ro uell 

spaoed and improved with beautiful laffll.a. adornod with 

shrubbery and floffBrs . Up until as la te as 1900 there 

wore no painted homes nor churches tor Negroes . Tho 

'buildings wero oonstruo·ted ot rough lumbor and without 

siding tor p~inting and tor boauty . All bu~ about a 

doaen or these homes wore ronted and wore owned by 

white own.era . 
s 

The lack ot tinanoe waa the oontribut -

ing oause of n on ownerahip ot homos among the Ne~ro 

population . Doaeetio ••rv ioo and tarmin& wore the ohiot 

eouroea or inoome. 

With the oonatruot1on o f the I and G ff Railroad . from 

navasota to Uadisonville in 1905. and hiring ot ~egro 

labor with bettor pay . some were enoouraGed to buy l and 

and build homes . 4 

Tho Degroes of Uadisonvillo. who &radually inoroasod 

f rom a mero handful in 1886 to 960 in 1 947 • eoomod to h.avo 

pro&ressed according to financial booms . Boglnnin& with 

tho war yeara o~ 1 9 18 and 1939, and with tho exoeption of 

the depression yoars or 1929, praotioally all Nscrooa betan 

rebuildin& their homos w~th most ot them paintod and 

modernized . The first Negro to build a lar&•• beautiful. 

pa1ntod home in Mad isonville waa Perry Ashley. in l92t. 

3 . Rec orded Interview. with Buff Johneon. Madisonville. Texae , 
August 2o. 1948. 

4 . Ibid. 



Gradually and •lowly . rear after year . others did tho 1aae 

by remod~ling or build1n& al l out with new materia l. 

Kost ot the•• hom~• have aodorn oonveni•nooa - oleotrio 

li~hta . radio• • running wator . telephone• and ~a• • Soao 

tow hava bathroo~s but they uae aeptio tank• einoo thoro 

was no sewage line • . 

note s Since 1947 the oity haa put down tho 
aowae;o lino 1n tho Neero saot ion a.nd 
nany h~vo oonneotod those . Streat 
lights aro also 1n the Colored Sootion . 

Sohool 

In reviewing the aohool from ite earliest day1 or 

eatabl1abment in ~adiaonvi l le up until 1 0,1. we find little . 

but ■ lo•~ eduoationa l progress in adapting tho aobool to 

the nood• ot the oh1 l d r en in po1n~ or aooomp l iahaent1 artor 

loavins aohool . The aohool most ly••• tauiht at t1r ■t by 

tho minister . who•• training waa limited . 

Sinoo ite oatabli•h•ont . the aohool hou•• haa gone 

throush ono •t•&• of romodeling. A• tho acbol~•tioa inor oa• ­

ed , it booame noooa•ary to inoreaeo tho nuabor ot toaohor ■ 

•• woll a• add moro rooQt to aooommodato tho atudonta . Tho 

prosont buildinc. built in 1926. is a Rosenwal d atruoture 

of painted lumber . In oontraat vith tho early 1900s un­

painted . ono room , one toaabar and approximately forty atudenta 

1ohool. it now ha• oi~ht olaserooms and eight tdaohor• in 

6 the oity "with threo others in tho oonaolidat~d di•triot, . 

5. Reoordod Intorv1ew, T . a. Mott , Madiaonvillo , Toxaa , 
Iu,u•t 1511. 



the preaon~ onrollment is 268. 6 The to~ohors • training 

t&kes in t~aohor• with do&roes r~nging from B&oholor• to 

1aator• • only one taaohor in tho systom ia ~ithout a 

dogreo . Tni• toaoher ,, howev~r . baa bettor than throo 

yoars of oollebe training. 

14 

Th• aohool has always been an asset to the ooaDuuit7 . 

From its earliest days until r ~oently , tbe Vad1eonv1 1lo 

negro Soho-01 he l d no aooroditation with any oolla&• • An7 

atudont . who wiehed to oontinuo n1• education ,, had to take 

a oollago ontrauoe exa~1nation or GO to somo other h1&h 

school with stato roooe;nition . this . or oourao ,, Taa added 

e:xpe-nso to tho poor i'ru:tilios who aaor1.t'1ood to aond thoir 

ohildron ~o school . Inoidontally ,, tho ~1rst gradu~tea , of 

tho scho ol ,, who finiahod and oont1nuea thoir oollogo tr~1n­

in& were tho writer . J . c . Gooden , u. v. Drown , and Phin1a 

Aehley . This ~as in 1926 ,, and e1noc thon , up until tho 

kOO r ed1tat1on ot the sohool in 1947• a tow other• baYo oon­

tinuod tbo1r education. 

the fo l lowing tabl os wil l eho~,, ovor a por1od of yoare , 

how the sohoo l enrollment . and ~h ~ b l , ~ o ~eao or• ea ary 

1no r c,aaod . 7 

G. 
7 . 

Publio Sohoo l Dirootory ,, Austin Taxaa 1948 
Lod~er or Toaohora Sa l ary , Uadi:on Cou~ty . 19. 20 -
1047. • 
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Table I• Soholaatioa or tho U~dl1onvlllo Becro Sohool and 
th• Salar1oa or No ~r o Prino1pala and Teaoher1 ot 
Mad11 onvllle and ~adieon County 

rear• Enrolb,ent Pr1no1pal, Salary Teaaher• Salary 

City City County Cit)' County 

1920•1950 619 io 130 teo.oo- f 10.00- , .. o.oo- •• o.oo-
t1&.oo t86 .00 •• o.oo feo .oo 

1s~o-19,o 150 to 160 t1&.oo- teo.oo- .,o.oo- t•o .oo-
f9o .oo t 11,. 50 •• 6.00 t?6.00 

19,0-19•7 160 t o 2fJC tDo .oo- 196.00- tao .oo- 181.90• 
1 100.00 11,~.oo t76.O0 11s,.oo 

There are no data , looa:l. or othorwi•• • o n the enrollment 

t.n4 ealllry ot teaohor• trom 1900 to 1 9 &0. th• table eho•• 

that tho onrollaont ••• over on tho 1noro••• in the Uadiaon-

Tillo Colored s chool, 'Wheroa ■ tho ealariee or ~ho rural or 

County toaohor• uore inoroaein&• Dofore th• equali&ation 

ot aal_arie• 1n 1947 tho Oountr aohool• received St&te Aid 

and tho City aohool operated on 1ndepend~nt ba1ia. 
\ 

Ko•t o~ the teaoher• during th11 t1ae took out 

Certit1oat•• and •~arted teaohinc before r eoe1vin& aecrs••• 

but oont1nuod their oolle6• t r aining during the 1uamer . 

th• to llowing table will abow th• teaoher• Certitioat ion. 
6 

8 . Led~er or Toaoher• Cer titioate, . Mad11on county , 

1 910-1.94'1. 
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'?&ble ll• Cort 1f' ioation ot No&ro Toaoh or• 1n tho Uad1 ■ onv1llo 
Ito si- o S oho o l 

Kind or Certii'iollto 
Yeart I( F let. Jto• 

C .& • 2 yr. S yr. ' yr. Pera. Obtained 

1900-1910 2 l 2 1. College 

1910•1920 2 6 & 2 2 College 

1020•19!0 3 • G l College 

1910•1940 2 6 l $ l I College 

u,0-19,., s 9 ' 8 0 o llege 

D~ring ~b• depr•••1on day• the aohool operated a raraera• 

tbop, Where rarur• would ooae and repair their rarm 1mpl•• 

mentt without auob ooat. Tbe out ot s onool routh1, under tn• 

OSYA Pro,ram. wore given ~raining 1n woodwork, paintin&, and 

&•neral ropa1r. 0 

Tho aohool in Agr1oult u~e 1• ■troesin& to tho boys a.a.cl . 
girls •tho L1Te at n o~o• 1doa einoe t~or ar> living in an 

with the CountT Com.mietion•r• Oourt oooperat1ng. much ha• 

been dono toward eduoational advanoeaent ot tar•ing in tbla 

Coamuulty and Madison County in g•neral. the following 

A&rioultural Agent•, who haT• been appointed and rendered 

~•luable aerYioe in Kad11on County. area Ou• Jon••• Jobruary 

l, 19Sl, wbo•• appo1ntaent ••• oanoelledJ B• T• Prinoe, 

July l, l9Sli Willia• Cullen oavid. Maroh 21. 1934, trane• 

forred to Prairie Vie• a• D1etriot A~entJ and, Jaok OarTer 

9. teaorded Interv1••• with o. ~• oavi•on, Walker County, 

!exaa, July 7, 1949. 
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Good n , pril l . 10 ~. pr nt A n • lO 

o.r b tb1rty•tbr ajor d no Snt. ion• in r u. ion . 

tbe roo• ot 1.d11on 1110 r 0 uni :nt, o.t to rot 

tho - tho apt1st , II tbod1•t • hurob ot bri t, ll d t • 

Sanotlt1•d • Thol r • b r ■b 1p r n • :rro111 11 to "'. !h 

othodlet Cburoh , b•in tb oldoet Color d 0 ur h in town , 

lnoro •od 1a. b r•bS.p tro 4 ln 1920 to 0 111 1 47 . l 

b I bo n r built ono 1000 it• oonetr t1o in l 0 • 
1'h t • 1u l92S und r th paator to ot l'OD~ .J . c • 

Str1pl1n ll Thi it• p int d Churob h11.1 ._ hl h • 

ato pl on 1ta boll to r nd • n1 f'ront 1 with 

p iou la nd a par■ ona tor 1 • 1n1 ■ t r nl! ta 11y. 

In 1920 th bor hip p 14 t n , 1'1t"t nd t ty-ti. 

o nt, to t 1tl Churob obl1 tiona . ow b pay from 

r1tty o nts to on doll rand ore 0 HII obl1 a 1ozu . 

Th Shiloh Dapt11t Ch roh , th I ond ol Color Cl 

Church in ad1eon ill• • had a 

but in 1 4? it ha4 d oro•• 

tS.on in 189 6 th :h Chu rob ha• :b 

b r•bip ot C in 19DO 

7 . 12 1n o l • or• l& -

r built t•i • • T • l••t 

beinG in 1937 und r th pa•tora • ot •••r nd Dl • 

or 

10 . 
ll. 
12 . 

us . 

ry 115 ,, 
• Texae . Thi ■ J rob • l■ 



a flat boll towor . paator'G atudy, oho1r roon. aix Sunday 

Sohoo l olase room• • a baloon7 . ~nd a Qain Auditorium. To 

meet it ■ ohlication• • tho momborehip paid tho oamo amount 

aa the Uothodiat did . 

18 

!he third ohurob that was eatabliahod in Madiaonv1llo 

among Begroea waa the Churoh ot Christ. in 1936 under 

Brotber Jia Johnson ot Midway, Toxaa . with seven manbora . 14 

Ita member1hip baa inor~aaed to 11. 16 This Cburoh , with 

the aupport ot the white Churob ot Chriat in the ~lty . 1• 

atlll oarry1ng on . It• building 1a amu.llor than any other 

ot tho Degro Churohea ot the City but 1t ha1 a l ar&e 

Churob lawn. The next Ohuroh to be e1tabliehod wa■ the 

$Qnotif1od Church in 1957 with 50 =ombor• • by Elder 

Evans . 16 Tho mo=berahip held aorv1coa tor aTJhilo in a 

vaoant hou,o on E ll TylBr 'a plaoo 1 but later bou&h~ and 

built about 300 yard• oact rrom wboro it••• f irst set up. 

It• memborship dooroased fro~ 60 in 1957 to 30 1n 1948. 17 

In 1940 a 1eoond Baptiat vhuroh was orcanise4 among 

No&roea or Madisonville. It OWDe 5~ ye&ra aftor ths aotting 

up or the t1ret Baptist Churon . Its r ounder• were noetly 

maabor• who had movod to town ~ro• a amall Community known 

1•• Churob ~o4g•r • Churoh ot Chr1at , ad1aon•11l• • Texae, 
i§SG-1946. 

15. Ibid . 
16 . mi'u"roh Ledger. Sanotiried Churoh , Uadiaon•i llo, Tox.ae , 

1§31-1§18. 
17. Ibid . 
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aa Sweet Home. 18 

Thie Churoh 1• the only Negro Churoh in Madiaonville 

that oan prnRan~ a Charter givin& th9 namoe ot it• founders . 

A ro-oopy ot tho ~hartor tollowaa 

are a 

"Cadisonvillo. Toxus , ootobor 23 . 1944 
Ortani~ation o~ tho Swoot · z 1on 

Baptist Church . · 
Tho Suoot Zion Baptist ~huroh 

lhle orcaniaed in the yuar 1940 by 
Revorend U. F . Jaokaon on the •po~ 
ot ground ot ~ r . Ban Gooden . on tho 
$outh aide ot Uad1aonvillo• Texaa . 
in a atore houae ownod by Ben 
Gooden . ~ 

Naaoa or mombor• that oonatituted tho orcani&kt1on 
19 

arother Abb oOro• Slater Rella Man~1ng 
Sietor Jennett oorow Drothor Alvin sva.na 
Sister ~ora ni lliama Siator Eddie svana 
Slater u. L. Bridge• Siator Stella Cooper 
Siatar Roberta Palmer Sister LUOJ Curtis 
Sietor Adda Gibb• Siat~r Codella curtia 
Brother T r a vis Cooper Sistor Viola Ra7 

Brother Allen Brown. 

Tho Churoh momborehip has crown troa 15 in 1940 to 

123 in 1~40. 20 In 1~41 a buildin& 24 roet by ~6 toet was 

built on proportr thoy had bounht . Thie was under tho 

21 
pas~orato or R~vorand llor ioo JRck■ on. In 1943• under 

tho pa•torato o~ Revorond J . T. narr1s. 14 foot wore added . 

18. Churob Lodger. Sweet Zion Baptist Churoh. Uadi aonvi llo. 
!exa• • 1946-1948. 

19. Charter. Sweot Zion Baptist Churoh . Uad ieonvillo• 
fox••• 1944. · 

20. Churoh Lodger, Sweot iion Baptist Churoh • Uadieonvillo• 
Tex••• 1940- !948. 

21. Ibid . 
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A• the meabership inoroa■ ad thia buildinc booem• too, 11 

and 1n 1948 it wae torn do'WD. and robu11t with a demin■ ion 

ot 40 teot by 66 feat . 22 No Degro Cburob iu Uadi■ onvill• 

baa a tull ~1•• paetor . The Dnpti1t Churoho1 have two 

pastora l S unday ■ per month . It wa1 in 1929 when Shiloh 

napti ■t Churoh boga.n to uae the tir,t ond third Sundsy1 

•• pastoral day• in every conth. 23 Up until tb11 time the 

tourtb Sunday wa1 it• ra ular Churob day~ Sinoo 1947 S ,eot 

Zion Bapt ist Churoh uaea tho 1ooond and fourth Sund~ya a1 

ita Uburoh day, . 24 

Wi l eon Cbape1 Hothodlat Churob utoa ~ho third Sund y 

tor it ■ pa■ toral day . 25 Beoau■ e ot it, ■mall membor■hlp. 

tne Sanot1E1 ed Cnuroh haa no re&u lar preaob1n& da7. 

•1th aoet ot the attondanoe 7oung people and a Yer1 tew 

adult ■ • 

or ~ania&t ion• 

Sinoe 1901 we tind the D•&roo1 ot ndi•on~illo playe4 

but little part in po11tioa . Thoro 1• no rooord to be 

found nor any ot tho oldor o1t1aen• who oan tive an aooount 

22 . Corner Stono • ~woot Zion Bapt1et Church . ad1aonv1llo. 
Toxm• • 1941. 

ad1eonv1llo . 25 . Churoh Ledc;or . Shiloh B~ptiot Cburoh . 
!oxaa , 1928--1941. 

d1Gouvill 2,. Churoh Lodcor • swoot Zion D ptiot Churoh . 
!ox.• .. 1910-- 1948. 

26. Churob Ledgor. .ilson Chapol ~ thod1et buroh • 
Uadlaonvliie . Toxae . 1920- 1948 . 

• 
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of any politioal or&ani&ationa. It •oama froa tho or6aniak­

t1onl ottabli■hed during the•• year• that the people were 

lnteroeto~ in two thins• - a homo for thoir aoul after thi1 

life and a deoent burial tor their dead. Ohurohoa and 

bonovolont orsanisationa clniaod their attention. Tb• 

following organ11at1on1 wore sot u p in Uadieonvillo but tor 

a 1hort duration, 

Th• Odd Fellow• and tho llouaehold ot Ruth woro tho tir■t 

to be organised. they were eatkbliahod in Uadiaonv1lle in 

1900. 
26 

thore ••• a monthly fee or twenty- ti•• oent1 tor 

ho••• due• and one dollar and titty oont• quarterly due• 

tor headquarter too . tho bonetioiary reoo1Ted t75. 00 tor 

27 burial and taoo.oo endo-..ont . Thi• or1an1aat1on bou ht 

propert7 and built an Odd Follow■ Hall in 191&. Thia 

eooiety went out in 1926 and after go'ing down tho proport:, 

••• sold to Don Ooodon . 28 In 1917 the Ua■ onio Teaple ot 

Amorioa wae orcanisod but oaa1od to tunotion in 1923. 

Uonay paid 1nto it was on tho eamo order a■ the Odd Fe llow• • 

the bonetio1ary reoe1Tod a nonument ror the deoea•od and 

t 160. 00 1n oaah . 
29 

Followin& th1• order oame ::he Sir Knicht• ancl Dauclltor• 

ot tabor whole member• paid on the aame baai ■ ae the othor 

orsaui aationa. It wa1 aet up in 191& and went out in 1926. 

26 . aeo orde4 Interview, with R• D• Davia , Uadiaonville , 
!ex•• • Ju i y t, 1019 . 

27. Ibicl . 
2 8 • r,;t'1' • 
2 9 • f'6'I'1' • 



tho bonot1Jiury roooivod SS00. 00 and a 75 . 00 buri~l ror 

the doooaaed . The Ho~e Protootion oame ,in 1926; but wont 

out 1n 
1

1929 . It paid G0 . 00 to the benofioiary . 

22 

The vaion1o Order ~• ~stab liahed in 1937. 30 The 

women • • divi~ion , tho noro1ne1 , •oon followed . fhia ia tho 

only benovolont organisation still in exiatanoe that evor 

was ostabl i thod in Vad1aonv1llo among ita Begroea . the 

doproeeion yo~r• woro the oontributing ouuse tor the tai l • 

ure o~ moat of tho orinnizationa to ex1et . 

In 1940 n orcani~at1on known ae tho Civio Lea i ue as 

organ1aod in 'ndiaonvillo and v~rioua other Commun1t1ee in 

the County . 
31 

It beaame ~onoornod vitb th~ oivio atta1ra 

ot the oo1!l!nunity . Thia movomont w~a lod by J . H• Owono . 

32 now oditor of a Wa lker County papor. In 1941 , under 

the loaderebip of Yre . Ar~1a · Jonos . Joan Suporv1aor of 

Uadison County . theao C i.vio Lea.,uos marsod into ono o.nd 

1• now known as tho Uadioon County Coordinated Cabinot . S~ 

I t ha1 enoou r aged tbe llegroes to pay po l l tax. to beoomo 

oi vio minded , and batter their hoa l tb conditions . Thie 

0 r sanizHtion p l ayed a purt in getting rest room• for Nogroe• 

i n Uadisonville . The ei' t o rt· to looate these reet r ooms in 

tho City Rall was a failure but thoy a r e l o oated by the j~il 

bouae . Other work s ot tbi1 Organi &ution wil l be dieouesod 

l at or . 

30 .. 
31. 

Masonic Ledger . Uadisonvillo , tox a1 . 1937- 1948 . 
aocorded Interview. o. c. Davicon . Walker County . 
!exa• , Ju l y 7, 1949. 
lbid . July 1 , 1949 . 
Xr myo Jonos . !no ~adlson County aeoroation and Realth 
Cantor tor Bogrooa . 104B . Pauo I. 
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Onaptor IV 

BCOXOMIC STATUS 

Fro• 1897 to 19t8 th• population ot Ma41eonv11e in• 

oreaeed to s . 6961 
1 

with 970 or 27% ot the•• being Rogroo, . 

With h•r prinoiple induatrioa ot dairying and beer catt l e 

raiain& in the Poet Oak Belt or E••t Central roxaa . Madi ■ on­

~ille ha• deTelopad We&ro buaine•so• • Churoho•. tratcrna l 

or can i1ationa and Dodorn dwollincs . 

ln 19~0. aditonvillo h•d 84 whito buainoes o•~ablieb­

ment1 &n.d only six necro businessoa. 2 this . of oourao . 1• 

due to the inoreaeo or population . ~or in 1920 the total 

population or all r oee in Vadiaonvil l o was 1 . 079 •nd 

1 , 29, tor the year 1930 . The Necro population in Kadi aon­

villo in 1920 ••• 110 and 181 ror 1930 . ~ In 1940 the 

total population tor Madiaonville waa 2 , 095 and o~ thi• 

number 242 wer• Wegro•• • 4 Thore i e n~ eeparate £1 uro1 
. 6 

nor data in dutail available tor 1900 and 1910. 

A eurvey or xadieonv111• Rogro popul ation 1n 1947. 

bf tho writer and senior ola•• ot the 'ad1aonv1lle Colored 

l . 

6. 

~disonvillo Chambor of Commoroo , Induatria l Survey ot 
City ot ad1aonv1ll• • Uad iaonvillo , tox&• • Uay t . 1§48 . 
p. p. 2 - s. 
ll&diaonvillo Uotoor , AUGUOt 24 . 1044. 
a. n. Powora . Soorotary . Uadiaonvillo Chamber of Com­
mo r oe . July 10 1 1949. 
Uaoe , A6e , r. ox ror tnoor poratod Plaoea of 1 . 000 to 2 . 600 , 
Table zg . Cen•u• ol 1940. Paco 216 . 
Dopartmont or Commoroe , ~uroau of the Coneu• , crnahineton , 
D. c • • ~ugust 2s. 1948. 
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Sohool. shows that tho Mad isonville Nocro population has in­

ora&aod oonaiderkbly since 1900. Thia inoroaae is duo to 

the depression years and World War 11 . Dany Negroes lett 

the tarm beoauae it waa hard to get their parity ohecke 

trom the landlord• • 

World ar II ie ~nother oontributing raotor tor the 

1hift ot many l ogrooa to ~ovo to Kadiaonville from rural 

ooJllJlluniti~a . Ken ~ho went into the Araed SorYioos and thoao 

th a t went to larg$r oitios ror better jobs and highor •~cos 

moTod their tamil1oa to to1fl1 . By doin& so . they bou ght 

boaeatoad lots and built nice bomoa . 

The t able that follo~s wi.ll show the 1noroaee and 

decrease ot property owners . as well aa point out the 

amount of land boucht through t he span of years by ffogroos 

of Uad isonv1llo . This tablo is based on the adult popula­

tion r•thor than tho total population 'llhioh oounta ohildron 

and all . 



Table l~I• Adult Nogro Proper~y owner• ot uad1eonv1 llo• 
'texaa 

Year 1920 1950 l9f.O 104.8 

Number or ll•&roe1 6 110 181 2,2 970 

Children '1 
69 lSO 180 268 

Adult• 47.l 51 82 702 

property Ownor ■ 8 10 lZ 26 261 

Per oen't 

25 

ot Property 
ownod bf Adult a z•.,~ 25,~ 50. 57' 51.1" 

non-Property owners 31 20 57 461 

~mount ot La~d owned b)' 8-~/• 16 se 101¼ 
Ind1-.1dua1• Aoro• Aoroa Ao rot Aoro• 

Labol" 

It Qaa been brought out that farming and domeatio 

•ervioe ••r• the ohief aouroee ot Becro labor in Madi eon• 

ville. other aroaa or labor tor employment, a• the to-.n 

o. o. n. pou•ra, &ooretary. Uad1 ■ onv111• Oht.mber or com• 
meroe, July to. to49. 

7. puhi!o School Oirootori, Austin, Texas. l9ZO•l9•e• 
a. Survoy • liad11on-vi11o ftecro Populat1on, H1ch Sohool, 

Had iaonvi11o, !oxae, 1941. 
9. Bohool tax Roll, Uad1aonv1lle. Texa•• 1930•1948. 



&r•• and ~he population 1noreased over the yoara wero, 

store bolpora , gardenore, 7ard work , woodhaul1ng , truok 

driving. tarago work , publio Job• • and othor odd jobs . 

Other moro skillful job• th"t No&ro mon took to witho~t 

epooial training woro, C~rpontor1nG , Uaaonr7 , Yeonanioa, 

plumbing , Conoreto Finiahera, and Dlaokemithing . lO 

Tho lollowin& tablo will ahow the various t y pes o~ 

ooaupationa rollowad by necroos or U&d1~ onv1 l le ovor the 

year1 . The t~ble ia basod on tho adult population and 

sho••• in peroentage, the ty~ of work followed to the 

total a.dult population :lt..u-1.:ig t he year ■ a 

10 . , Survey , uadieonvill• Ne&ro Population , H1Sh Sohool , 
Uadieonvillo , Toxa• , 1947. 

2G 
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table tV. oooupation• Followed bf Wegrooa ot Kadi•onville• 
Texa• 

Year• 1920 1930 1940 194.8 

Adult Population 4.1 51 82 '702 

Per oent in \'fork 
Followed 7.S 7.8 o.s 1,.2 

Oom.eatio Domeetio Domettlio Domeatio 

Far1:t1ng Farm1n.g Parmin& ll&eonery 

C Oa.JllO!l Oom.mon Common Cate 
Labor Labor Labor 

Store 

11 
Delivery Del1Yery 

Eind ot ork Dlaok-
Stora ■ ■•ith 

Oara&•• Carpentry 

Carpentry Gt.rage 

B•auti• 
oian 

Barber• 
■hop 

Farl:linc 

The 1urTey revealed that liadiaonvillo ien•t without 

aged people a.nd 41aabled votoran1 ot Uorld War I and II, 

but tor their inoome tbey draw Old Age Pon1iona and 

11. Sur.,•Y • J(adi1onvil le Be fro 1,opu latlon, Hi&h S obool, 
Kadi•on.Ylite. f•x••• ib 1. 



Veteran•• Bonot1ta . 1sh~n the survey w&a mado only eight 

wero drawing Old Age Benof1t . Thia • of oourso. does not 

appl7 to tha County, tor the writor wa1 unablo to tet the 

County total ~roa the Peneion ortioe 1n Uadiaonville. 

28 

Proa 1900 up until orld War 1 . a• it hae been 

aentioned botor•• tho typo ot labor done••• aoetly 

doaastio and rara1ng. Domeatio work was troa tl.50 to 

$2 . 00 per week and farm labor••• from titty oent• to 

eevonty - tive cents per day . 12 Uany far .. r•haulod cotton 

and 0otton aaeda to Buntav1lle, 30 mile• awa7. in wagon• 

over unpavod roada to get 5. 00 tor a t on or aeoda and 

w25. 00 to S40 . 00 tor a bale or ootton . 1~ seven uoll&ra 

lft.& a good prioo ~or a cood oow. 

tho 001t ot living vaa vory low and aa a rGsult 

livin& oonditions woro not a burden. 

From 1914 to tho depreaeion year o~ 1929 th• people 

ot Madieonvllle enjoyed a rew proeper1oua year• • eapeoial-

17 the tarmere who reoe1 vod fair p rioo• tor th~ir oom• 

moditio• • Ro reoo1Tod troa t 126 to 1 200 tor a ba l e ot 

ootton . 14 

ac•• tor day labor •ore from one do llar to one 

dollar and titty oenta and•• a reault a few Regroo• raade 

12. Reoorded Interv1••• with Larar Ba■■ett , KadieonYille . 
Texaa , Aucuat 17, 1948. 

lS. Rooorded Interviow. with Jim.my h&ehincton . Midway . 
fexaa, July 8. l949. 

14. Rooordod Interviow with Porry Ashley , Uadiaonvillo. 
foxaa . Goptoaber 12. 1948. 



&ood or it by buying proport7 ~nd bu1ldin£ hom.os . 16 

It haa boon provioualy 1tatod that cany farmora lott 

tho rara bocauao 1t was Tory bard for them to got their 

renta l oh•ok1 . Thie wa1 tho roault ot tho dopr.oa ■ ion 

trom 1929 to World ar II . Uany No,roo■ wore without 

work and a• a result thoy •oro put on tho ro11ot . the 

PWA . and a ••all nuabor or youni people in th~ CCC ~amp• • 

Table Ill tbowa that World ar II produood more 

W•&ro proper~y owner• 1n Had1aonv1lle than at any other 

period . Th1• i• duo to the taot that many bad no home• 

in movint to town and rather th&n to be tranaiont or be 

iado to move at tho aug&~•t1on ot someone el•• • the7 

boutht property ~nd bu1lt homes tor a small ~down pay• 

ment", •nd a omall monthly paynont . 

29 

During ,1orld r. r 11 and tho Po:s"t ,,ar por1od . the 

~ogroea . alonG with tho othor p~oplo of Uad1sonv1ll• • 

onjoyod tho aoat pro•poroue ti~o o~ tbo1r hiatory . lho 

ffogroo• •oro well oompone~tod for their labor and •orvioo . 

thoir avorago inoomo , oxoludinc tho Old AGO pon•1onur• • 

wa• troa 1 . soo ooamon labor to 2 • 600 on moro •killtul 

j ob• a• Carpontoring. pluabing , and Conoreto P1n1ahor• • 16 

A• a ro•ult or hith ••&•• and money ••nt homo troa ••n in 

15. Sohool Tax noll . Madison County , 19~0• 1948. 
1 6 . Surv•y of Dadleonvill• Colored Population , High Sohool , 

Uaalaonv!iie , rex••• i§i1. 



tho hrmod SorTiooe , homo ownerab1p 1noroased and homea 

wore romodolod and boaut1r1ed . 

Tho lloGros or M~disonv1llo oontr1butod t heir 1hara 

in tho aupport ot tho War. Thoy bought war Bonde • cave 

to the Rod C ·oee, tho H•roh ot Diac,a ~nd to tho uso . l7 

The•e oontribut1ona woro donation•. g ivon throul;h tho 

ohurohes , aohool, org•nia&tiona• bua1noaaoa , and by 1n­

div1duala . 18 

30 

le a reault of thi• eoononio boom, ~oirooa in Kad1son­

ville paid more poll taxea. ln oomparinc the number "llho 

paid poll tax in the early ye~r• ot 1900 with tboao ot tho 

l ate th1rt1o• and tort1os. •• t1nd that only tive paid 

poll tax rro• 1900 to 19171 none tro• 1917 ~o 19281 

eleven troa 1928 to 1957; and twenty- six from 1938 to 

1048. 
19 

?hi• le a ,mall number in proportion to the He&r o 

population but it doe• •how & trend toward po l1tioe. 

Buainoaa DoTolopmont 

It was prov1ously atatod that in 1940 thoro wore 

only eix Uogro buainesacs in Cadisonvillo . Those buainesa ­

oa, along with other• • are still in exietoaoo . In 1925 

ldd1• Josey went into gara co buaineae and in 1954 ho added 

a grocery store . 20 In 1926 Ben Gooden oetabl1ehed & Grooo7 

17. Reoorded Interview wit~ Oaeb1~r , Farmer• Stato Bank , 
llkdiaonvilio , Tex~•. July 20, 1949. 

18 . U&d1IODT111• Hogro Sohool , Sohoo l Rooord , 1942-19~5. 
19 . Poll Tax Roll , Kad1aon v ounty, 191S-1948. 
20 . keoorded interview with Eddio Josey ~ Mad1aonT1l l o , 

foxaa. July lti, 19~9. 



storo and in 1928 his wifo• Laoy Goodon . e stablished the 

first Negro Bo•u~y Shop . 21 In 1939. Jamee Wiley went 

into the blaokaaith bua1noaa !or himself and hi• trado 

haB been 10 great that ho had to train a helper to 

help meet hie ouatomers• demand . 2 2 In oonnootion with 

h1n blaok•mith work he established a grocery store in 

1042. 2~ 

31 

In 1932 tho first funeral homo tor Hogr~ea in Madison-
• 

24 
villo waa ee t abl1ahod by Gua Jonos. ~ 1n 19~9 Joseph ine 

Joooy oatablian~d tho s tr~am Liuo B6~uty Shop . 26 

Tho financial boom 0£ ?.orld ar II was a bo03t to 

womon in tho tiold of beauty oulturo £or 1n 1944 dOhnaon'• 

Beauty $hop was eata~lished i and in 1946* Beat rioe noaut7 

Box and Wnah incton ' • Boauty Shop ••ro eetab liahod. 26 

Also• ' in • 1946 • Webber•• I do Al Benevolent Burial Aasoo 1 a ­

tlcn ••• organ1£ed . 27 

Sm.a 11 •·• C ai'e wae opened in 19i5 tUlcl Byrd• s Barb•r• 

26 shop wa• opened in 10,1. Thee& buainesaes iive part 

21. Reoorded Interview with Ben Gooden . Uadiaonv1lla . Texas. 
Juiy to. 1919. 

2~ Recorded Interview. with J . L. Wi ley. Wadiaonvillo . 
Texas •• July 20 . 1949 . 

25. Store Lioenso Ho . 60675. Austin . Texas , 1942. 
2.., survGy or Uadisonviilo No&~o Population. lligh Sohool. 
2s. fbta . 
26. n;ra. 
21. !"6'ia'. 
2~ Certification ot State Doard ot Bar.bars . Austin , Tcxaa . 

1947 .. 



til» • plo~ nt to .i cro • of • cU.•onYi"llo a• • r ult ot 

cood pa trono. o . 

Hoa.11:b 

the• rv1oo one on lv to hi• o uni~r . h1• oountrJ 

or to hi1 t~aily dopend1 pon bow lon h• llT•• · rhi• • 

however . 1• dotorm1n 4 by tho h• 1th or the indi~idual . It 

adieon County beoaae aware of tho health oond1t1on• or th• 

0on1aiou1 . Detore thi• tiao th• oau1e ot doath aaon the 

adult• • and aoro ■ poo1ally tho youn • ••nt unnot1oo4 . 

tha7 were beln ■ 1ok too uoh and 4 1n too taat . 2 

Tho tablo bolo• •111 1how tbo d1•••• • that aro the 

ot '4diaonvillo and 

IaproToaan · 

P•&• ' • 

<11•on County1 



so 
fable v. Di•••••• that are Highest 1n Uumbe r in Causing 

Death• Among Neiro•• ot Uadieonvilla and 
Mad11 on County · 

1910•1929 l9SO•l960 1941•1946 

City Count;, City County Oiti Count)' 

Pneumo- Pn•umo• Pneumo• Pneumo• ·Pneumo• Pneumo• 
nia nia nia n1a nia nia 

1ntlu- Appendi• Still Still Still Still 
en1a oitua Born Born Born Born 

A.ppendi• llith Roa.rt Oan.oor Ca.noer oanoer 
oitua Dlood 

J.tale.ria n omor• nee.rt noart 
Tuberou- Malaria ra.c;e 
1011• Apopl•:.ty Apoplexy Homor • 

tuberou• Apoplexy re.ge 
Aoute 10111 tuberou• tubercu• 
Nephri- 10111 Tuborou• lo1ia Premature 
t.1• 10111 Uirth 

premature 
Bir-th High 

Bloocl 

I nt lu• 
ens& 

The leading di•••••• in' tho table a.boTe are pneuao• 

n1a, tuberoulo•1•, 1till born. oanoer. heart . and apoplex1. 

There wer e other di1ea1oa but their ooouranoet wero not a.1 

numeroua aa tho onoa 1n tho group 1n Table v. 
Tho hoalth problem ~r uad1aonville booaao tho hoalth 

problem of ~ &diaon county. Thi• v~& realizod more 10 dur • 

ing world war II wbon tho two ~hito dootoro had thoir 

ao. Doath Record. Madison County. 1910-1940. 
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hand• full doapito their interest in tho health ot the 

l•sro•• • Rooogni&ing thi• a• a problem the Negro loader • 

•hip of the County in gonoral oone1dorod aome solution to 

it . Tho problea ••• •olvod by developing Comaunity 

Cabinota . Uadi•onvillo Comuunity Cabinet wae organi&ed 

with ohuroh. aohool• homo and other agono1ea . Represent ­

ativo• troa the oomnunitioa mot February 17• 1941 at the 

U•d iaonville Colored Sohool and or~anizod tho Uad11on 

County Coordinated C~binot . 31 Tho County O~binot di■ -

oovered that the boalt~ nooda 0£ its oolorod pooplo wore 

among its moat presainc problens . 1t adaptod as ita motto 

the pledge or Prairie View A and M Colle&• • ~To rondor 

~2 aorvioe at the point or greatoat neod• . 

The tirat atop tho group took towards aoeting the 

health need• waa purohaaing land and proT1ding & hou•• 

tor th@ •1ok to reooive treatment . In 1942 a puroha1ing 

ooamittoe bougnt tour lot• • ■ i&e 62 x 200 . s~ Theae 

lots are looated on the west aide of Madisonville adjoin­

ing tho aobool oampu1 . In 19~3 tho building was erected . 

In 1945. Dr . Connie Yarwood . Stato Health Depart ­

ment of Toxas . mads it possible to have a Well Child 

3 4 Confero noo and a Pre - natal Clin1o . The •orv1oes ot a 

Armyo Jono• • ?he Yadison County Rooreation and 
Center for Uo&roo, . Uadisonvi11o . rexas. 194U. 
161a. Pago I . 
!bid . P«ge 6 . 
lbid . Page a. 

Roalth 
Pagel . 



physioian and aupplios for the Clinio wero at the exponae 

o·r the State Hoe.1th Departt:iont . The C:11n1o start inolude• 

tho aerv1oos ot a Dootor. n urse tmd voluntary workor ■ • 

The first tro~tmonts wero civon September 2s. 1945 through 

the aorvioc ■ of Dr. s . J. ~oaloy . Ura . ffi llio Mae Jone• • 

36 nurse. and Ura . s. J. Sealey. voluntary workore . In 

1946 the building was made larGer to aoo0?:U11odato tho large 

number ot patients who visit tho Clin1o •oekly . 

?hrou&h the aarvioes ot tho Clinio . hundred• ot pre­

aohool and •ohool ohildren have been vaooinatod. sooroa ot 

pro-natal oasoa bavo roooived treatment and other people 

oomo for troataent . The Clinio ia instrumental in educat ­

ing pre-natal mothers and mid- wivos in att0nding moth3ra . 

A• a rosult -ot thia Cl1n1o tho health oondition ot 

tho necroos or 'adison County and Uadiaonvi llo has been 

sroat ly improvod . 

Crime 

From 1913 to 1948 thoro woro ~ivo major orimos oo~­

m1ttod by 22 Sogroo• of Uadisonvillo and Uadiaou County . 

These orimea wore. murder. bur Glary. torgory . aiding a 

prisoner to esoapo trom the county jail and oonoealing 

State property . 

35. Ibid •• Page 9 . 
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The T&ble that follows will •how ~he distribution and 

numbor of oriaoe oomniitted by Negroe• ot Yadieonville and 

Madison County. the oonviotiou. punishment. and tho 

diemieaal of tho porty involvod . This includes both men 

and woaen. 



T•ble VI. Tb• D1atr1but1on ot Cri••• Coami tto4 by Begro•• of Uad1aonTille an4 Rad1 ■on 
County and t h e outoom• ' 

Crime 1913-1929 l9SO•l9'0 1940-1916 Conv1otion Pun1•h•ent Dieia1■■a1 

City County City County City County 

)I F u F t! F ll r u F 11 F 

5 to 10 su1ponded•7 
l,lurder 2 2 l yoara in 1 

State Sont to 
peniten• Sta.to Pen1-
t1ary tontiary-S 

2 to 5 Suaponded•S 
year• 1n 

Paid $ 600 Bur glary :s l State 
Poniton• 
t1ar1 an.cl t1Ji.-l 
t500.00 

2 to 5 Su1pended•2 
:,ear• in 

l For sory 2 l 2 State Paid 500•1 
Peniten• 
tiary and Sent to Stat e 
$ 600 tine penitontiary•l 

(II 

~ 



Cr 1mo 191:1-1 029 

01ty County 

1( F 14 F 

Conoaaling 
Sta t e 
Pr operty 

Aiding 
P r i sonor 
to e • oa.pe 
Oounty 
ja.11 

S6 TA DLE VI Cont i nued 

l 980-l9iO 1940-19,6 Oonv 1ot1on 

City County City Oou.nty 

II F M p II F J( F 

2 t o 5 
years 1n 

1 State 
Peniten• 
t 1ar y 

2 to 5 
yoar • i n 

1 Sta1'e 
P0niton• 
tittr y 

36 , Criminal Rooor.de , ¥~dison County. 1913-1948 . 

Puni •hmont D1em1a aa. l 

Suspended• l 

Sua pendod•l 



The Table••••• to point out that during aore pro•per­

ou• 1••r■, murder 1• tho onief o ~ime ~nd during depres ■ ion 

1ear1, burglarr and forgery are the higheet in number. 

Thi• may be dQe to the taot that pove~ti a.nd uneaploy•ent 

help breed oriae. 

In oontra1t to murde~ 1n oriminal oa••• • gaming 

domin•tee the petty oa1os anon& Dotroee in Uad1 eonv1lle 

who oolll1'l1t auoh orit:l& . ffo havo no data proviou• to 1937 

on potty or1mo1 •• rola tod to Bocrooa of Yad1eonv11le but 

tho Criminal Dookota of 1937 a.nd 1938 ehow ean1nc and drunkon• 

neas are tho moat numerou1 potty orimee. 

the table tollow1ng will 1how the typo o~ or1ma•• 

number ooJlllllitte d , a~d tb• total f•• ror eaoh , for tho 

37 
year• 1937 and 1918. 

S7. criminal Dooket , Madison County. Prooent l , l~Z7•l938. 
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Table VII • ~8 TJp9 and Number of r etty Crimea Collllllittod by 
Uogroea of Vadiaonv1llo and the Total Fee tor 
Eaoh 

typo of Crime numbur Oor.imitti,d total Coat of Ee.oh 

Ga.ming 14, 11a.eo 

orunkenn• • • 10 18.00 

Disturbanoe 9 14.00 

>..ttra1 ' 16.00 

Speedint 2 1,.00 

Ohaok Swlndling 2 19. 50 

Th11 Table point• out that the fee tor p•tty or1me• 

••• paid and the !&ble on the major or1aea thow• that 

more than ~hreo•fourth ■ ot tho oriminal• were suapended. 

Tho 1u1p,nded 1onteno•• aro given. in the opinion of the 

jury, beoauee ot tbo preYioua reoord or the defendant. 

•10 the ~ury, t1nd tho tlofendant GUiltJ aa 
onarced and aeaeea hie penalty at five 
yoare 1n ~ho Stato Ponitontiary and in a• 
muoh ae he baa never boon oonviotod ot a 
tolony in thi1 S~ato or •~Y othor et~te. and 
•• reoommend that tho oontonoo be sueponde4 
dur1nG 60od behavior . s9 

The eoonoaio •tatu• ot an individual play• a.n im• 

ss. Crieinal Dooket. Uaditon Oounty. 1937•1938. 
S9. orlalnal Deoord. Uadieon County. 191S•l948. 



41 

land eometi•e• causoa poor health and low lnoome. Theeo two 

taotor• havo oontributed their aha.re in oaueint JD.Any death• 

aaong Negroes ot lladisonville and Madi•on <!ount~ ae shown 

in Table v. Thia oan be aummed up in Ur . Baker •• atate• 

aent . who aaya that a 

40. 

•1n areas where land 1a Yery poor. oropa that 
1row in auoh areaa are likoly to be in• 
auttioiont. PooplG try to live on the in• 
oome trom theae am&ll crops and poverty 
reaulta. In auoh instances poverty. poor 
houaing . poor hoalth . and orina rosult1 trom 
auoh anvironmont : 4o 

A• o. Baker . Dynamic Biolo&Y Today . Rand UoNally and 
Company , Chioaco . !i!Inoi•~ t§i8. PP 476- 476 . 



Chapter V 

SUMYARY ABD COffCLUSIO! 

!be Kegroe1 ot Uadi eonYille havo aade •low but etoady 

progr••• eino• the bogi~nin& ot tno 20th Con~ur7. Uad1aon• 

ville••• mad• County Seat ot Kadi ton Countr in tas, an4 

durinc tho•• early years only a row Nogroea wore among it1 

1nh~b1tanta. Kadiaon Count~ i• looate4 in tho Poet Oak 

Belt or P.aet Contr&l ToxAe and ~as aa~od for Pre•idont 

In 189?• tnore were only 500 peopl~. inoluding whites 

a.nd Necroe• • liv1nc in ll&diaonvillo . ~ary Johnson wa, 

probably tha firet Uecro to.aottlo in Yadi aon County . 

She oame to this eeotion in 10,s with ~ha Go roe and 

(ittrell tamilie• and settled on the Trinity n1vor. 

Abraham and Luoy Lowi1 Yero the tiret ~•&r oes to aottle in 

»•d1eon•1lle. the deed rooord• show that Abraham Lewie 

bought aany aoroa of land in 1872. 1878. and in 1890. B• 
l 

wae a blaokaa1th by trade. 

From thete two Negroes of Madisonville in 1 872 the 

number in population ha• inoroased to 0 27 in 1048. 

FarminG and domustio labor woro the chief 1ouroo1 

ot inoome. From their moager waso• Nogroea bought property. 

built homos. establiahud ohurohes and went into bu11noe1 . 

l. Doodt or Rooorda, M&dison County , Volu~o rr , 1672 . 
PP 380-!8§. 

42 
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In 1~21 thor~ ••• only one No&ro buaino•• in Uadiaonville . 

th~t was Josoy•• Garage . ny 1940 that numbor inorea1e d to 

aix . A• a result ot World ~.nr II and the Poat \ ar period 

more buainoeaoa have beon e•t,blished . h o••• built and re• 
~ 

modeled and alao modorn1&ed . Thi• was due to high wage• 

as a reaul~ ot the .ar . 

During tho two are and the P oa t fla r poriod•• Negroo• 

ot fadieonvi llo booamo interested in bua1neea and durin~ 

th• doproesion thoy woro intorostod in hoDo o,rnorahip. 

Thia may be due to tho r~ct that durinc the dopross1on 

yoar• ho was no lon&or wanted on tho £arm beoauao the land• 

ownora protorred tho parity checks rather than hie share 

ot the orope . ln euoh oaao tho Ne&r oea loft the farm.a and 

aoY•d to town. In movin& to town ho bou~ht proporty and 

built ho••• • 

lihon th••• people moved to town they brought with 

them their taith aud •• a roault the Sant1t1•d Churoh 

and th• Churab ot Christ were eatablishod . The other 

ohurohea 1noreaeed in moabership and tine.nae . 

Tho Uadiaonville Colored Sohool . along with the 

~xtons1on Sorv1ooa in Agrioulturo. bave oontributod largo • 

11 to tho coDU:1un1ty on oultural lino• • Being an indo• 

pendent aohool dietriot . the 'adisonvi lle Colored School 

lai&ed behind som.o ot tho County sohools. finanoialiy , 

until 1947 wbon it becan to oporato on equalization basis . 
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Uany ~•groee or Madisonville are ••ployed in othor 

field• ot labor outs1do tho A&rioultural and domoatio 

11no. Some are blaok:uaiths. gara.t;e meohanioa . oarpenter•• 

oonoroto riniahor•• atoro keopor•• b3out1o1an•• oafe 

operator• and many othora. ~heao businoesoa &ivo pa.rt 

time onployment to Colorod holpor• • 

In oontrnat to fitty oonts and $1. SO per wook £or 

domestio work and ~irty oonta to 1 . 00 por day tor oom.~on 

labor. the Ne&roea or Hadisonvi lle now enjoy from $S60 old 

Ago Aaeiatanoe to 12.500 in oonoreto fini■hing •• e.n an­

nual inoomo . 

For• lon& time the negroea ot MadiaonTille and 

Madison County paid little attention to the health oond1-

~1ona ot their people . They wero "being aiok too auoh and 

dying too taat". Th•r• ~•• a great numbor ot oaua3a tor 

death. fho ohiot amon& them all wero heart diaoa•• • 

tuboroolosia. etill born. oano r. pnoumoni&. and apoplexy . 

Thoro wero more oauaoa or death and ~ore doatha durinc the 

doproaa1on than durinc any other poriod . Tb1a aa.y bo due 

to tho tact thnt tinanci l oirou~atanoos proventod the 

peoplG troa oarinc. as thoy liked • tor thoir hoalth noods . 

!o solve the health p roblon o. Uadiaonvillo u.nd 

Uadiaon County Colorod population. the loador• ot all 

ooamuniti~• ••tat the Uad1eonv1l le Colored Sohoo l on 

February 11. 19tl and organised tho •adison county Co­

ordinated Cabinet. In 1942 lhie or&ani1ation ereotod a 



b\.lil4111g on tour lot• they had bou'1at and aade prop&ration 

tor bealtb •xaa1uat1on• , 1n1p1ot1on■ of pupil•, and dental 

work . !b 1t work went on until 1966 wben or . Connie 

Terwood• lroa tbe Health D par:taaen\ ot ,Au1t1n, ..... it 

po••ibl• to h•v• a ell Child Oonterenoe and arr•• 
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natal Cl1n1~ . tho Gtato H• 1th Depart~ont turn1,ho4 he 

•orvioea ot a phyaioian an4 aupplio• lor tho CliDSo, !h• 

ti.rat ollnioal troat1::1onta were Given Deptoabtr 18• 1018 

and eiuoo that date, hun4ro4• ot pr •aohool an4 tohoo\ 

ohildren h••• . b••n v&ooinatod • and aoor•• ot pro• natal 

o•••• have been r1001Tad and traat•d • ~• a rotul, of tbia 

Cllnio , lite baa boen prolon ed tor UDJ a,.opl• and tb1 

d1atb rate along with ■ iokn••• have been l••••n•4 • 

Crim• aaong tho • ro people ot ad11on•ille and 

Mad11on Oounty ••••• to tollow tbe •••• pa~teru of health . 

D\.lring the pro1pero~• yoara urder i• t-he major oriu 

ooam1~ted and durln& tbe depr•••1ou year• bur1l•r7 r.n4 

tor,ory tako the lead. Uore tban tbr1o•rour\h1 ot be 

oriminal• oonviotod rooeived from two to f1Ye r••r• 
1u1pended eenteno•• • 

Gamin& and dr1nk1n& lad in potty or1 • %hi•~ p• 

of or1ao •••=• to bo deor 11nc. thi• 1• du 

aot1v1tf and oral tra1ninG• 

o bl.lr h 

tho ueiro•• b ~• adTano 4 1n ho•• ownor1blp . r 11 on. 

eduoation, bu1tn1•• • and o1v1o pride in h• town ot adl1on• 



ville~ under dit£ioulty. It 1s the ~ritor•a oonolusion 

that it tho Ilogroos or Uudisonville have ~&de •oh iove• 

monts with least moQns a~ainat groat odds. they will 

oontinue to do so . As the town grew and inoroaaed in 

population . so did the Hegroea . They will oontinuo to 

advanoe along with the town in proportion to the op­

portunities presented them. 
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