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I, Es J. Batson enlisted in the Armed Fo-ces of the United States.of
America, October 27, 1940, at R.C.T,G . Brooks Field, Texas. Took besic
training at Brooks snd Kelly Field, San Antenio, Texas end reported to
the 34t} Pursuit Squedron, Hamilton Field, California, Februgry 1941,

I was placed on order for foreign service to an undesclosed
destination. I sailed on November 1, 1941 on the § S President Coolidge
of the Mattson Lines. I i AR

I lended in Menila, P. I. on November 20, 1941. From there I went
to Nichols Field and then on November 26, 1941 to Del Carmen ‘Pompenge?#: % -
temporary eir strip sbout 100 kilometers North of Menile, which was named’

Marett Field after our Commander, Lt. Semuel H. Marett who was killed Derember
10, 1941. The Jepenese bombing began December 8, 1941. On December 26, .moved
to Oreni, P, I. . January 6, 1942 promoted to corporal and moved to Little
Beggio to trein for infentry. Jenuery 12, 1942 I moved to Agolome and

det up beach defense. Janugry 23, 1942 Jepenese landed at Agelomsa Point

and John Morrell, a friend of mine was killed. Pap Jennings wes wounded., - .
Jenuary 23, enother landing was sttempted but we wiped them out. Allithe” ™ -
time we were fighting we were receiving one meal e day of horse and mule meat, .
eaten up by megots by the time we got it, During this time the Japanese were
bombing and straffing us. A big bomb landed close to me and Leroy Gurgenus

on Agoloma Point, Merch 1942 teering a big humk out of his right hip and
damaged my ear's so bad the ringing continued until sometime in 1950, when

I lost most of my hearing in my left esr snd partly my right ear. ,

On April 8, 1942, we were given orders to surrender and were marched: -
through the jungle from Ageloma Point to Mariveleous, a distanc¢e of ebout 25 |
kilometers. During this maerch the Jop's beat, stomped and hit us with the butts
of their rifles. Everything of value such as rings, watches, bill folds, <.
money end pictures, end if you had anything that belonged to a dead Jap, you'were
beheaded with the Jap sword.This was murder as far as I could tell. After
we reached Marveleous we were placed in s kneeling position end serched
agein and again, then left sitting in the hot tropic sun without & hst and
no food or water andif you moved you were mede tqetend and the Jap gusrd would
beat you with the butt of the rifle or his fist until you were out andif you
resisted he would practice bayonet on you. Thisg lested about six or eight v
hours. The Jep's made no mwove to feed ug. I hed very little water in my canteen-

April 10, 1942, the Jeps stnrted the "Death Merch® a distance of 126 kilomet T8,
This lssted six deys end nights. I would try to help the sick wounded snd
crippled but the Jep's forbade me to help these men. These of us who tried
were kiced, sJugged or jetbed with beyonet points by the guard who stalked
with us in twols and three’s. The Jeps enger grew as we marched end they
no longer were content with mauling stregglers or pricking them with bayonat
roints. The Thrusts were intended ‘o kill«American solders were beyoneted
their stomsch, left.to die or relled into the path of trugk and crushed
to death.

Several times ¥ wes pulled out, test sand kicked, About the third.
dey, we were merching through Orion and s Jep soldier hit me scross my
foerehead with his rifle end e buddy ceught me end kept me marchi: Fesoh
I could meke it elone. I you hsd eny weter the Jep's would tske 11 swe




" Jep's would take sick buddies from your arms end kill them. o
At San Ferando we were given a cup of water and & smell bowl. nf rice,z;,

..  because some of the prisoners had dysentery. Some fainted from the heat -
_and fell face down in the filth., The ride lested more than eix hours in

and pour it out. I got so thirsty tr~t it was almost impossible to go on.
We slept walking. On severel ccessicns the Jap's would turn us around and
we would stegger over the same road we hed come over. The sun was hgt ; some”
bacame delerious. Starvation, exhsustion and being clubbed wss too much-
for our weakened buddies. My weight bheck in the States was 155 pounds « On

the Death Merch, it dropped to 70 pounda. R

I did not recelve any medicel esttention from the Jap's. Some of my - Sve iy B
buddies died from malaria or dysenteria on the Death Merch. Many times the .

the first I had in gix dsys end nights.

On April 15, 1942 we were merched to = railroad siding end put in boxe
cars. None of theses could have held more than fifty men. About 115 were
packed into each car snd the doors were pulled shut. There was no room to %:
move, There was little ventilation snd the air wes foul beyond descript&on

this stinking hot tropic sun without weter or food. We were then“unloadedif#r
end plsced in e rice field in the hot sun for two to three hours. Then we "
marched seven miles to cemp O'Donnell which was to be ofir prison. This was
an unfinished Filipino army cemp that had little or no facilities, I stood
in line for 8 to 12 hours to get a centeen of water for me end some of my
buddies that were too wesk to stand. If you tried to escape from the Jap's
you would be tortured by being flogged unmercifully end tied up by your - #Haw .
wrist in the hot sun to die. The Japs reasoned thet slow starvation end -
thirst would mekeus too week to attempt to escape. I menaged to get in the-
kitchen as g cook at 0'Donnell, this saved my life end some, of my. buddies., ..

During my stay at O'Donnell we were burying fifty to one hundred Americans;"

& day. The Filipinos were dying et 350 to 400 a dey. Our days were
occupled burying the deade. We soon lesrned to conceel our emotions. We
were 8o week 1t took four men to carry a fifty pound body. They put us

in groupe of ten and if one esceped the other nine were shot. Recaptured
escapees were merched through cemp for twenty-four hours and used for
bayonet practice. During this time I hed malaria and dysentery but was
still able to stey on my feet. If you ever lay down or gave up you had it.
I got burned rice from the kitchen to slow down my dysentery. We were ¥
forced to work et ell times sick or well if you could walk you worked. If .
you were too sick to work you got half retion.

In June most of the prisoners were moved to Cebantuen. I was left there
with sbout one hundred other prisoners to bury the dead andclean up the cemp.
There was flies by the millions. They would light on the dead end filth and
then upon your gray rice, the Jep's issued to us. '

July 5, 1942, we were losded into box cers, end moved to Cemp # 1 at
Cebenetusn, We errived there July 6. 1942. Here my dysentery esnd melaris
got worse. 1 was heving chille end fevor every day. I was too wesk to
stend in line for foed or meke sick c8ll. A friend sleeping next to me
traded the Jep's cigeorettes for quinine end serdines esnd fed me until I
¥es strong encugh to help myself. I elwuc had scurvy end "dry® and "wet®
beri-~beri.: Sometine my foce weuld swell sc bed I could not see. My feet
would swe¥]l so bed I could not get my boots on. I sterted hevimg pyorrhes .
of the gums. I leterlosi sll my teeth when I got beck t&c the stetes. I
hed ferty-four sttscks of melsris in Cabentusn snd Daveo FPepsl Colony.

1

Octeber 26, 1942 I lefi Csbentusn for Mindenso. I wae %foc sick end
2 Ps
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end my whole body exposed to the tropi:el hot sun. Sticking the rice shoots
intothe sloppy mud until I felt like 1 spine would breek into. My feet : i
were cut by stones et the bottom of the slime, my legs slashed by the gwass B
which cut like & knife. Infection covered my feet after several deys of this,
followed by ulscers. The only trestment the Jep's geve me was insults. To

add to my trouble, melaris, scurvey end dysentery sterted sgein plus being

beat by the Jap's for no reeson at g11l. After sbout 8ix months of this I got’
asegigned to the kitchen. This saved my life. EBEeing only five feet four inches
tall snd weighing seventy pounds, I was easy picking for the Jep's outside the
compound. They enjoyed besting on small men. I had to help unload‘eighty'““ 
pound- sacks of rice off of trucks, Weighing only seventy pounds I would '
fall, but by the help of God snd the Jsp's beating me with & stick on my back
and kidneys, I menaged to cerry my shere of it.

. I sew buddies murdered here inDeveo for trying to escape April 5, 1945.
Ceptein Vm. E. Dyess , Lt. Sam Grashio and eix others escaped, end mede it ... .
back to good old Ue Ss Ae Dry beri-beri sterted bothering me, end 1 would
. soak my feet in cold water to stop the pain. L A

June 6, 1944 I left Daveo Penal Colony, tied in truck with ropes, standing £
u%in shallow bed truck. The ropes were so gight around our bodies ‘it cut’ PR T

f circuletion. We rode *his wey blind folded for 25 kilometers. If you :
es mich as grunted the Japiguerd hit you on the head with a big stick, herd
encugh to buckle your knees. Lgter we were loaded on a Jap ship, 12726 men
to & hole,

June &, 1944, I received red cross peckeges . Went without sleep three
deys end nights. No stending room on deck or down in hole.i': TR Al ATT

June 12, 191*4 I ssiled from port. ‘ L T Z-::r?_’;'

June 15, 1944, Col. Megee went ovér board st Zembengo. From then on we
were kert in hole below decke

June 16, 1944, Lt. ¥ells jumped over board, sixteen hours out of Zambango.'
Jep's tried to kill us s8ll that night.

June 17, 1944 I lended Cebue. Left shipm went to old Spanish Fort, slept
in rain and mud 81l night. Better than thet hot stinking ship.

June 21, 1944, went sboard encther Jap ship. 5till crowded. No one
ellowed on deck except to to to to toilet.

June 25, 194k, Lt. Wetsell died from over heet in hot hole of ship

June 26, 1944, Got off ship st M enila Pier 7. Merched out to Belibid
Prison.No beth for six days. Just enocuth water to wet your throat.

July 2, 194b4-Went sboard Jep ship.

July 4, 194h4-Left Manils Harbor for Jepen.

July 5, 1944~ Came back into breck water.

July 16, 194k -Jep tanker end one freighter was torpedoed by good
0ld U. S; A. . We seiled for Formoso that desye.

July 17, 1944 thru July 22, rcugh stormy weather, ship elmost sanke.
Ship wes sold to Jepan by U. S. for screp iron. Build in 1925.

July 23, 1944, lended at Formoso. Ship wes loaded below us with salt.
Thet the worse misery end torture I ever experienced. Being kept in:the hole
of this ship with barely enough weter end food to stay elive. Tempersiure
in the Islands steyed et 110 to 120 degrees. In this hole it must hgve been
125 to 14C degrees.

':‘ o W

August 8, 1944, Cpl. W eeke died sboard ship, froc heet.

From here on I lost treck of time. Just tried to stey alive. BStesm
boilers went out on ship end we got losi from Convoy or Uncle sunk the reste
I never Tound out. We spent thirty or forty deys in & big storm. They would
let you go on deck thep but the wind end weves would wosh you over boerd.
T got two smell bowlksof rice e dsy end Lwo cupse Ol Hed e five gellon
cen for e toilet. It ran over ell time. Some prisoners in other hele cut
?be’r tuddiee throet erd drenk their hlood, they fot sc thirsty. This lested

nined i 81ie hic.




Sgt Mejor, I nemed “Hermen® beceuse he bost me so much. Every time he got i
e chance he would knock me down and g*-mp me with his feet. 1 was essigned

with eix other men to work on reilro2d. Since we were all week , forty to

sixty pounds under weight, weccould not pick up one rail so they moved us to .
the fectory where they were meltin~ screp iron. This was a smell gauge

reil lot smeller. Here we were guarded by Japanese Civiliens.{Called stick
gugrds). They beat us with these sticks for no remson at all except hate.

I was essigned by Cept. Don Thompson (now retired Lt. Col.) to give a'roll %
cell report each morning eand night of the men in my erea. Hermen loved this
because when I made an error in my Jepenese report he would knock me downe.

December 7, 1944, Earth quack hit Yokeichi Peninsula. This demaged the
factory so bad we spent about six months clesning it up. After the earth~
quadk, we had & small tidal wave which covered the Peninsule with about four
feet of water. Then the B~20 started bomting this factory. I was on the beach
with the other prisoners when they dropped these block-busters.  Pleces”
- of serap iron would fall all eround me. Everytime we got bombed which_was
nearly every day and night or sometimes twice or three times, the Jeps would
teke it out on us. Jep soldiers end civiliens. ZThey would beat us on the head
back, erms and legs with sticks sbout one inch to inch end half diemeter,

July 1945, prison cemp was hit by Amerlcen planes. Sgt. Bailey lost
both legs from Americesn plene bullets,

Auguet 15, 1945- Work stops in foctory. Rumors the war was over,

tugust 24, 1945- Jeps annovnced Pecce Tresty to be signed Aug. 31, 1945. '

August 29, 1945-British Plenes dropped food on my birthdey. I wes .twenty. 4N&gy
seven years old. I wae twenty-three when ell this started, T e =

September L4, 1945-Left Yokeichi prison for trip home, -~

October 8, 19&5 At 9345 A, M, picked up pilot.

October 8, 1945 =10:45 docked in Sen Frencisco sboard Yormouth .-

11:17 A+ M. put my feet back on United fAtetes soil and I wes teken to Letter
end gent. Hospital Ward # 43. Leter to Me Closkey Gen. Hospital in Temple,
Texas,

Sept. 4, 1945 weight was 70 vounds. Oct. 8, 1945 weight wes 145 pounds,

Janu,ry 10, 1946=-Merried girl that waited four years for me to returne

April 1, 1946-Discharged from United Ststes Air Force at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas.,

June 1946 Bmployed by Humble Fipe Line.(Exxon now). Had operation for
Hernia in 1948. A ssigned to engineering department. Light work. Sunlight
and bright lights bothered eye sight. Peinted for Humble, Heights bothered
me, Dentist started greating for pyorrhes of gum in 1947,.

September 7, 1948-Applied for disebility at Veterens Administrestion.
hwarded compensation in the smount of $1%.80 & month, which is 10% for deafness
pertiel bileteral with tinnituds curium A. D., Myosites, lumbar muscles,

mild meleris end residuals of mnlnuirition, srthiritis.,

Cuit Humble Pipe Line 194%. Did not went to move to West Texas,

Fyes sterted bothering we egein. Rodieted sunlight and bright lights
blinded me.

1949: Sterted wearing preseription sun glasces outside ond clesr inside.
z me, Fsel hurt when stending on

Legs, arms, beck and shoulders lLotherin
ther twe or three hours.

Eoployed ss salesmen on bread route
1749-1951~Weight wes 142 pounds lcgt
bad nerveous indigest
not esl encd whet 1 4i




June 1960 I wes employed by Texws Instruments as "industrial paintex . Tewy
or "metal finisher", 1968 promoted to supervisor. 1971 demoted to painter ¢
becaugse I could not control my out-burst. Still working for Texas Instréments§

‘Go to work feeling fine, everything upsets me. No control, nervous indigestion,

dizziness, outburst, loose contro of emotions. Some of my best friends et "
Texas Instruments do not know how to telk with me for fear of upsetting me.. g I
I have always tried to be friendly with everyone I ceme in contact with.‘ : '\"

To sum it all up , my Ded wes & fine man thet everyone in'Madisdn’ Bounty ¢
and ajoining Counties respected . When he passed awey twenty-one- yeara 8go, "r{’
everyone still speeks of him es being o friend to everyone. ' '

I would like to be remembered this way but what I went through in Jepanese
Prison Camp, which made me have a hitter out- look on life. Some times I feel
like destroying everything with-in my reach. Will it gets worse, that is what

bothers me.
' It was no wey possible I could put in writing the beatings, torture, and
" stervation I went through for three end one half years I spent in Jepaneee:

‘. v

Prison Camp.” I do know that those years were a living hell, * 7 7%  _ nﬁ-, " ,é;
: - - i
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